
Love Life, Live Lent, keep going 
Lent is without doubt the most beautiful life changing time of the Church year, it is a journey 
which if we continue to the end enables us on Easter Day to proclaim from the bottom of our 
hearts, 

Alleluia, Christ is risen; he is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
But to keep going with whatever we try to take on during Lent,  is much easier to say than to do. 
The world, life, our friends and families all need our time and energy, and sometimes the days go 
by so fast that this season slips away without us realising it. 

To help and encourage us all, our two Lent groups are running during these weeks, one on 
Wednesday afternoons, the other on Monday evenings, please do not think you have left it too 
late, you can still join in with one of them.

Mothering Sunday is on 11th March, and special services will be held in both our churches.  
'Mothering', in scripture requires sacrifice, courage, obedience and risk as well as love.  And it 
requires far more than just biological mothers to take on its joys and challenges, and so on this 
Sunday we celebrate and give thanks for the 'Mothering' of us all.  Please do join us and bring 
your friends.

As March rolls on, we will enter Holy Week, during which we will follow Christ to the upper room, 
to the cross, until finally we arrive at the empty tomb. Our services this week enable us to 
experience the journey Jesus himself took.

Palm Sunday is on the 25th, there will be services at normal times in both our churches, when we 
receive new palm crosses reminding us that we are asked to take up our cross and follow Christ. 

Then on Maundy Thursday, 29th, we will re-enact all that took place at the first last supper. Feet 
are washed, we celebrate the gift of the Eucharist and the church is stripped reminding us of how 
the early disciples ran away. 

Good Friday, 30th, picks up the story from last night, it brings us to the cross with a special 
service at Fishbourne church, when we are asked to give just one hour of our time. This service 
starts at 2.00 p.m. 

And then, Easter Day, and we Celebrate, there will be services in both our churches, and I think 
this is the first time, that I can remember anyway, when Easter Day falls on the 1st April, so 
please, lets all come together and be 'FOOLS' for Christ. May God Bless you all during this Holy, 
life changing time. 

Moira 
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MARCH 2018 CHURCH SERVICES


Pew Sheets 
If you are housebound and would like communion at home, please ring Moira on 530198.
For details of special services please see the Sunday Pew Sheet, arranged by Eric, Elle, Oli and 
Beau. Requests to be added to the special intercession list or for notices of any special Parish 
Church events to be included, please phone 783799 or email 4andersonjones@gmail.com.
Please send requests to us well in advance, by Tuesday 6pm at the latest please.
Gift Envelopes 
Fishbourne Weekly Envelopes are now at the back of the church. Please note the numbers may 
have changed and the wording has also been amended. This is because the number of those 
giving by this means has dropped and the new style enables us to order the right range of 
numbers and reduce costs. There are of course other ways of regular giving and should you wish 
to explore these please let me know. 

Robert Christie, Parish Treasurer 

Editor’s Notes 
Spring is almost here, snowdrops are peaking their heads above ground and the birds are getting 
decidedly frisky. So please get those cameras out and record the new season for the magazine. 
Send your images to me at fapm.editor@googlemail.com and I will include the best! Don’t worry if 
they are a bit skew-whiff, I will get the best out of them.

The April issue will include a full report of proceedings at Fishbourne Loves Books, our own 
literary festival. The deadline for all your usual contributions, without which we wouldn’t have a 
magazine, is 16th March.

Chris Partridge 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Date Readings Fishbourne Apuldram 

Thursday 1st March


Sunday 4th March (P)

3rd Sunday of Lent


Thursday 8th March


Sunday 11th March (P)

4th Sunday of Lent

Mothering Sunday


Thursday 15th March 


Sunday 18th March (P)

5th Sunday of Lent


Thursday 22nd March


Sunday 25th March (R)

Palm Sunday


Thursday 29th March (W)

Maundy Thursday


Friday 30th March (R)

Good Friday

Exodus 20:1-17

John 2:13-22


Colossians 3:12-17

John 12:25b-27


Jeremiah 31:31-34

John 12:20-33


Isaiah 12:1-5a

Mark 11:1-11 


1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31b-35


Isaiah 52:13, 53:1-12

Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9

10.30  Holy Communion


08.00  Holy Communion

09.30  Holy Communion 


10.30  Holy Communion


09.30  Holy Communion

16.30  Evening Prayer


10.30  Holy Communion


08.00  Holy Communion

09.30  Holy Communion


10.30  Holy Communion


09.30  Holy Communion

16.30  Evening Service


19.30  Holy Communion


14.00  Good Friday 
           Special Service 

11.00 Matins


08.00 Holy 
Communion 


11.00 Holy 
Communion


08.00 Holy 
Communion
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CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL


Sunday Services 
8.00am Holy Communion; 10.00am Choral Mattins; 11.00am Sung Eucharist
Services are held daily and all are welcome – see www.chichestercathedral.org.uk for details.

Lunchtime concerts - Tuesdays at 1.10pm 
March 6	 Art-Ludeus Quartet, strings, play Dvorak’s America Quartet and the world 	
	 	 	 premiere of a work by Bruno Newman.

Tuesday 13	 Ben Cunningham, organ, plays works by Buxtehuder, Bach, Widor, Byrd and 	
	 	 	 Howells.


A Gala Concert 
Musicians from the University of Chichester and the Christopher Newport University, Virginia 
combine to perform a concert of choral works to include Vaughan Williams’ Serenade to Music, 
Borodin’s Polotsvian Dances and a Grand Finale of Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture. The concert 
takes place on Thursday 8th March at 7.30pm. Tickets (£10 - £15) from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
date/440087. University of Chichester students and staff admitted free on production of student 
or staff card at the door.


The Chichester Singers

On Saturday 24th March at 7.30 The Chichester Singers with Southern Pro Musica under the 
baton of Jonathan Willcocks will perform a wonderful programme of music consisting of Handel’s 
Coronation Anthems, Parry’s anthem Hear my words, ye people and Durufle’s Requiem.

Tickets start at £10 from www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-chichester-singers

or debegleton@yahoo.co.uk and 931243.


Pilgrimage, Prayer, Art and Apps 
An innovative smartphone app has been developed to bring a spiritual and aesthetic dimension to 
the works of art around and in the cathedral.

Called Alight, the app was commissioned by academics at King’s College London and developed 
by Calvium in partnership with the diocese of and former Bishop Otter Scholar for Theology and 
the Arts, Naomi Billingsley.

It complements the Diocese of Chichester’s 
Year of Prayer Lent Course, which focuses on 
works of art that relate to the prayer.

The app helps users explore the artist's 
religious dimensions and devotional power and 
includes several 'curated pilgrimages' that 
connect works in different locations, offering 
unique perspectives on temporary exhibitions 
as well as insight into permanent ones, 
including a walking pilgrimage within the city to 
the Cathedral with audio tracks by Professor 
Ben Quash (King’s College London) reflecting 
on the history of the city, and meeting other 
speakers along the way, which includes a 
reflection by Bishop Martin Warner on the 
sculpture of St Richard  by Philip Jackson.

Once inside, twelve audio reflections explore 
works of art throughout the Cathedral, including a reading of Philip Larkin’s poem ‘An Arundel 
Tomb’, which was inspired by the famous Fitzalan tomb (pictured.)

You can download the trail by going to the diocesan website where you will also find further 
information about the other world of art included in the Trail. The app can be downloaded from the 
Apple Store or Android Play. 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APULDRAM AROUND


Building update  
The drainage for the extension has been completed and 
coupled up to the sewage treatment plant that was installed a 
few years ago. The sample panel of Caen stone and local flints 
that we had to produce to match the existing church has been 
approved by the Planning authorities and all conditions 
attached to the Planning Permission have been discharged.

We are now waiting for the start of the building of the exterior walls in about three weeks. 

Our first payment from LEADER EU Rural Development programme has been passed for 
payment, and shortly we should receive the funds from National Churches Trust.


Building the Easter Garden 
We will build the Easter Garden in the church at 10.30 on Good Friday, 30th March. Lots of help is 
needed so, children, bring your parents, grandparents or guardians and we will be very happy to 
see you.  Please bring some small flowers, and moss if you have any. Hot cross buns, coffee and 
squash will be served afterwards.


Lent Boxes 
Collecting boxes for the work of the United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG) are now 
available in Church. You may have already taken one but if not, please remember when you do to 
put your name on the list.

Hilary Caine 

This beautiful picture of Dell Quay under a moody sky was taken by Alan Frost 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FISHBOURNE PARISH NEWS


Fishbourne Loves Books 
For a few hours on Saturday, 24th March Fishbourne becomes the centre of the literary world 
when a stellar array of talent comes to St Mary’s Church and St Peter’s Place.

Speakers in the church include Isabel Ashdown, Sussex born and 
bred and currently Royal Literary Fund Fellow at the University of 
Chichester. Her first novel, Glasshopper, won several prizes for its 
portrayal of a teenager growing up in Portsmouth in the 1980s, 
facing the challenges of family break-up and his mother’s descent 
into booze. Despite all this, the book is ultimate joyous and 

optimistic. Summer of ‘76, her depiction 
of life in a scandal-hit community on the 
Isle of Wight, is Fishbourne Bookworms’ 
current volume.

Beatrice Crawford’s novelised account 
of a walk along the Great Wall of China, 
Voices on the Great Wall, brilliantly 
analyses a physical and spiritual journey.

Dame Margaret Drabble is a legend of 
post-war literature, with 18 novels plus 
biographies and screenplays. How she 
managed to fit in the editorship of the 
Oxford Companion to English Literature 
is a mystery. 

Adam Mars-Jones is a novelist, short 
story writer and critic (his review of the 
American author Michael Cunningham’s 
By Nightfall gained him the Hatchet Job 
of the Year award.) A theme of his work 
is his relationship with his father, a High 
Court judge.

Several events take place in the 
Marquee next to the hall, including a talk 

by Canon Dr. Anthony Cane, Chancellor of Chichester Cathedral, 
on Storytelling and the Devil: Milton, C.S. Lewis and Philip 
Pullman. A popular speaker on a fascinating subject.


There will also be a panel of authors discussing the difficulties 
of getting published.

For the inner man, Nik Westacott will be serving his ever-
popular lunches and refreshments.

Book lovers will also be able to choose from an enormous 
range of second hand books at modest prices, with the now-
traditional Book Grab rounding off the day.

Fishbourne Loves Books takes place from 10.00am to 5.00pm. 
You can book your seats for authors’ talks (£20 for all four) 
from Liz Grant by email at lizigrant@gmail.com or by phone 
530639. 

Check out the latest information at 
www.fishbournelovesbooks.com.


Sue Harrison writes: 

Please help us make our literary festival a success! There are loads of ways you can help:

Donate any unwanted books in good condition. 

Make a cake or small cakes that could be served with coffee/tea; welcome on the day.

Join the team of much needed helpers – just an hour would be very welcome.

If you can help in one of these ways, then please contact me by email at 
iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk or call 784983. 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The Quiet Garden at Fishbourne 2018 
Jesus said ‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest’. Mark 6:31

The Quiet Garden at Fishbourne commences its mornings of rest, quiet and spiritual reflection at 
St Peter’s Place on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 10am. 

Sit inside the Hall or outside in the 
churchyard, becoming aware of the rhythm 
of your breathing, being present to the 
presence of God; or walk through the water 
meadows, either towards Chichester 
Harbour or beside the stream to the village 
with its duck-pond and high reeds.

The programme includes:

March 27: Elaine Waddington, spiritual 
accompanier, opening the theme of 
‘Wholeness’

April 24: The Rev Philip Roderick, Founder of 
The Quiet Garden Movement: “Resting in a garden. After the activity, the pause. See what is 
growing. Celebrate the senses. Wait on the presence of God”.

May 22: Toby Boutle, Curate St George’s Whyke,

June 26: Sue Loveday, musician & teacher

July 24: Sue Riddell, spiritual accompanier & storyteller

Aug 28: to be announced

Sept 25: Jane Russell, spiritual accompanier

Oct 23: Max Millett spiritual director

Nov 27: Chris Bemrose, Member of L’Arche and Social Sculptor.

If you would like further information, please contact Sue at iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk or on 
784983, or  Barbara at  barbara32rycroft@gmail.com or on 776692.

The Quiet Garden at Fishbourne is affiliated to The Quiet Garden Trust  www.quietgarden.org.


Fishbourne Church Social & Fundraising Group 
Thank you to all who supported our ‘Beat the January Blues Evening‘ 
in St Peter’s Place. It was a fantastic night of 60s and 70s music 
thoroughly enjoyed by the large number of 
listeners and dancers who came along. A 
huge thank you to Big Nige the Falcon 
Fabrics singer, who entertained us with his 
music and singing. The grand sum of £1,800 
was raised towards the fund for replacing 
our church boiler.

Another date for your diary - Performance 
by The Coda Community Choir on Friday 
13th July at 7.30pm in St Peter’s Place.


Let’s Learn Together 
An invitation to explore some Christian themes on Sunday 18th March. 

This month’s topic is ‘Finding God in all things: An Ignatian journey.’ 

St Ignatius of Loyola was a Spanish courtier and aristocrat who found his true calling after 
suffering near fatal wounds on a battlefield. He gathered a small group of companions and 
established the Society of Jesus in 1539, united in a method of prayer patterned on his own 
experience of conversion.

Ignatian Spirituality is grounded in the conviction that God is active in our world, and offers a way 
of praying that encourages us to find God in all things.

We will be using using resources from the Year of Prayer 2018 website.

The meeting takes place at 4:30 - 6:00pm at St Peter’s Place.

There will be an interval for tea and coffee midway. We hope these evenings will be interactive and 
informative. Please invite your friends.  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Fishbourne WI 
Here we are in March probably swapping rain/snow for wind - but getting nearer spring 
despite having daffodils out in the garden in December and January.
Our meeting was well attended as usual, members having had time to consider the 
Resolutions and cast their vote. This is usually difficult and needful of considerable thought 
as all are issues that need attention.
I won’t mention Maggie’s pre-meeting lunch again but must just say it was just right for a 
very cold day. Still, many plans, outings and meeting to arrange plus the rest of business 
and notices.
Our speaker James Weston gave an interesting and informative talk on Greenland - its 
nature and history, it is interesting to learn how people adapt to the conditions nof the land 
they inhabit leading to a greater understanding all round. We enjoyed our usual social time 
plus of course tea and biscuits. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday in each month 
at 1pm-3.15pm optional lunch 12.noon. at The Fishbourne Centre. Further details:-
Sec.Beryl Reynolds T.774350.e-mail beryl@fishbourne.plus.com.
June Leech

Fishbourne Gardeners’ Club 
February's AGM went very well, three quarters of our 
membership turned out on a bitterly cold night which 
was great. The committee for 2018 was elected and 
Club Members decided that they would like to visit in 
the spring Leonardslee Gardens (pictured) and 
Wakehurst Place Gardens in September. The 
Committee will arrange this shortly.

On Wednesday 7th March we have much pleasure in 
welcoming the return of Monica Lucas who is an 
enthusiastic wildlife gardener. She will come and give 
a talk on one of her favourite subjects 'The Bee and 
Butterfly Garden' and has a quest to encourage bees 

and butterflies into all our 
gardens. She will help us know how to do this for ourselves.

Our competition this year to win the Club's Green fingers Trophy is to Grow 
the Best Geranium.

Fishbourne Gardeners' Club meets at St Peter's Place at 7.00pm. 
Refreshments are available and a raffle is held. All are welcome to join 
whether or not they are Fishbourne residents and no matter what their 
gardening skill; visitors are charged £3.00.  For more information phone 
790353 or email ab.m.dennett@btinternet.com.    

AnnetteBell Dennett 

Free advertising for village fete sponsors!  
Organisers of this year’s summer fete are appealing for sponsors to help meet the cost of some of 
the attractions.

The annual village event, which raises vital funds for both Fishbourne Primary School and our 
church, is set to take place on Saturday, 23 June, from 11.30am-2.30pm, at the school grounds in 
Roman Way.

Sponsorship can be in the form of a cash prize for the raffle or a donation towards the cost of 
hiring entertainment or equipment, such as bouncy castles and marquees.

Sponsorship donations can be as little as £10. In return, businesses or individuals that contribute 
will get free advertising and publicity, both at the event and in the official fete programme, which 
routinely sells in excess of 200 copies.

If you’d like to support this popular community and family event, please email the school office at: 
office@fishbourneprimary.co.uk.
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Fishbourne Evening WI 
Our speaker this month was Sue Harrison who 
gave us a most interesting talk called My Travels 
in Tibet. Sue read a book called The Third Eye 
when she was young and this inspired her to take 
her trip to Tibet. Also, Sue loves mountains so 
Tibet was clearly a must for her. She arrived in 
Lhasa in October expecting it to be cold but it 
was in fact unseasonably warm. However the 
altitude affected everyone and Sue’s heart raced 
for the next 10 days.

Sue first visited the spectacular Potala Palace, the 
spiritual and symbolic heart of the Tibetan nation. 
She also visited the Jokhang temple, Lhasa's 
other main attraction. The next day she visited the 

Norbulingka, which translates 
as the Treasure Garden and is 
also known as the Summer 
Palace. The summer palace 
is where the Dalai Lama lived 
and spent most of his time 
until he reached the age of 
eighteen and was ready to 
take on greater 
responsibilities. She then saw 
the 600 year old Sera 
Monastery.

Then on to Shigatse to 
explore the Tashilhuunpo 
monastery now home to 
Tibet's largest number of 

monks. This vast complex of buildings, 
temples and prayer halls is essentially a 
walled town. The temple of Jampa, the 
future Buddha - houses the world's largest 
gilded statue.

The next stop was Gyantsel where Sue 
visited Pelkor Chode Monastery and the 
monumental Gyantse Kumbum, a chorten 
35 metres high and built on six floors, filled 
with thousands of exquisite original 
paintings. The monastery, founded in 1418, 
is surrounded by ancient red-bricked 
battlements. 

Sue’s guide told her that Tibetans smile but 
they hide a broken heart, because of the 
exile of their beloved Dalai Lama. A 
beautiful and fascinating culture.

Fishbourne Evening WI meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at St Peter’s Place for a 7.30 
pm start. For details ring 780310 or email fishboureneevewi@outlook.com.

Pam McTurk 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Chichester Science Group 
I’ve been fascinated by mapmaking and navigation ever since my class at 
school charted a section of the nearby canal using a chain and a plane 
table, a technique mentioned by Professor Mike Whittle in his lecture on 
navigation through the ages.

Prof Whittle is a medical scientist whose interest in navigation was piqued 
when he managed six medical experiments carried on the Skylab space 
station in the 1970s as the Global Positioning System or GPS was being 
developed, but he started right at the beginning with the first recorded 
navigation aid - the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night that guided the 
Israelites out of Egypt. He was too polite to add that the Israelites then 
spent 40 years wandering the desert, possibly the first recorded satnav 
failure.

It was the Egyptians that began to navigate scientifically, establishing that 
the earth is a globe and calculating its diameter to a surprising degree of accuracy. This 

culminated in Ptolemy’s Geography, the 
first book to include a map of Britain. 
Ptolemy mentions a place called Magnus 
Portus which is traditionally identified as 
Bosham, though how anyone can be 
sure given the datum point Ptolemy used 
cannot be sure - it could be any island of 
the west coast of Africa from Cape Verde 
to Madeira.

We tend today to assume that all maps 
are like the ones in the atlas, but Prof 
Whittle described a couple of strange 
novelties. The first was an early map 
called a portolan which is based on 
bearings and distances rather than lat 
and long. A portolan looks like a cat’s 
cradle of lines showing voyages from 

point to point in an area, usually a 
coastline such as the Black Sea or the Mediterranean. The use of a portolan made it possible to 
sail straight to a destination rather than hug the coastline, 
offering huge time savings. As a result they were extremely 
valuable, Prof Whittle said.

The other map was the Polynesian mattang or wave chart, a 
strange grid of stick with intersecting curves representing the 
wave patterns created by the wind moving round the islands. 
Polynesian navigators could combine these wave patterns with 
a deep knowledge of cloud formations and local wildlife to 
locate small islands reliably.

From that point on Prof Whittle’s story was one of European 
innovation, including devices for measuring the elevation of the 
sun from the horizon such as the backstaff and the sextant; 
chronometers to establish the longitude including Harrison’s 
famous H4; post-war radiolocation systems including Decca 
and Loran; and finally the Global Positioning System (GPS) that 
guides our cars today

Chris Partridge 
On March 13 we welcome Alistair Alexander who has worked with precious metals, gold, 
platinum and silver. These metals have been valued from ancient times for their colour, brightness 
and rarity, but also decried as symbolising wealth, greed and criminal activity throughout history, 
and not forgetting “all that glisters is not gold“! All are welcome at the Fishbourne Centre at 2 
o’clock. There is a £3 charge. For more information ring me on 789838 or email 
magden@aol.com.

Maggie Borsberry 

�9

mailto:magden@aol.com


PARISH PEOPLE


Neil McCallum  
Neil McCallum was born in North Walsham, not far from Cromer, in Norfolk.  His father worked for 
Shell and it was the time of the oil and gas boom, so the family moved to Scotland when he was 
three. Much of Neil’s young childhood was spent there, although the family accompanied his 
father to Egypt in 1982, before returning to Scotland until, in 1990, they moved to Suffolk, where 
Neil’s parents still live.

Watching military jets flying overhead daily, Neil grew up wanting to be a pilot.  However, when he 
was 13 his eyesight changed and he needed to wear glasses, so that no longer seemed an 
option.  It seemed natural to continue to think about a career in the armed forces, with his family 
background of grandparents in the military and 
an uncle in the Royal Air Force, so he joined 
the Navy direct from school and became a 
Marine Engineer Officer and is currently serving 
as the Commander (Marine Engineer) in HMS 
Queen Elizabeth, the new aircraft carrier 
commissioned last December.  To bring this 
huge ship out of build and through the first sea 
trials, in terms of an engineering challenge, is a 
fantastic opportunity and job, although when 
he leaves the ship in December, Neil would like 
to be working out of Portsmouth in order to 
spend more time with his family.

Neil first met his wife Sally in the mid 90s in the 
little village of Worlingham, near Beccles (just 
over the border from Norfolk in Suffolk) where 
her parents lived.  However, due to working in 
different locations in the UK or being at sea 
meant that they did not marry until 2005; they 
now have three children; Sam (10), Max (8) and 
Anna (6).  Following an overseas assignment 
and four years living in a service house in 
Plymouth, latterly with long commutes, they 
decided that they wanted to establish a more 
permanent family home as they had outgrown their own they had purchased before children.  
Looking around, they fell in love with Chichester and the area.  Fishbourne felt ‘just right’ and they 
moved into their house 4 years ago.

Like many, Neil was brought up to go to Sunday School and a young people’s group, Quest, at 
church.  At Dartmouth, after joining the Royal Navy, he attended the chapel but his regular church 
attendance petered out when sent to sea on smaller ships where there was no chaplain.  It wasn’t 
really until he’d finally ‘put down roots’ in Fishbourne that he started going more regularly to 
church.  Although he’d been christened, Neil wasn’t confirmed until he came to the village and 
enjoyed making the conscious commitment, especially as an adult.

Their decision to attend Fishbourne church is because it is the local one and  part of the 
community. Neil discovered how friendly the service was and appreciated the flexibility offered in 
attending 8am services at either Fishbourne or Apuldram, this was because when he first arrived 
in Fishbourne, Neil was still working in London followed by eighteen months of commuting to 
Scotland while his ship was in build.  This meant that weekends were short when he had to fly 
back on a Sunday afternoon.  

Although in the choir at school, Neil insists that he can’t sing now, but his favourite hymn is 
definitely the Naval hymn ‘Eternal Father Strong to Save’ which was sung at the commissioning 
service of the Queen Elizabeth on 7th December.  

On the subject of miracles, Neil feels that there are many ‘black and white’ definitions, but feels 
that many events could be classed as miracles, whether through serendipity or single ‘chance’ 
happenings that may be perceived as such.  Given the odds of random chance in the universe, he 
feels that unusual things can happen.

Thinking about politics and religion, Neil feels that at its highest and purest level, politics should 
be agnostic of different faiths.  If you take any religion and go to its ground roots, you see that 
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what they all want is for people to live in peace, live with neighbours and work with others in that 
community.  So many of the texts/tenets provided are set down to try and guide people.  So, 
using the principles of any religion, you should have building blocks for life that take people 
forward and to respect other faiths.  Therefore, religions should be treated as equal and politics 
should work in an agnostic way.  Why should it have any relevance?  

Nowadays, Neil’s main interests, when not at sea, are reading and hill walking.  He and Sally have 
taken some walks along the South Downs Way and retain an aspiration to walk the whole length 
one day.  He would also like to have more time to pursue other activities including archery with 
Sam and kayaking with the family.

Sue Harrison 



FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL


Work/Life Balance 
Having a successful community means getting a

balance between FUN and SERIOUS WORK.

So far this year we seem to have got the balance about right.

Fishbourne Companions was launched in January with a resounding 
success! More than sixty people came along to enjoy the opening by 
Kate Mosse, some excellent singing by some of the Fishbourne 
Primary School Choir and very energetic dancing by Fishbourne Mill 
Morris Dancers. Now the Companions are enjoying a weekly routine of fun and friendships, 
learning new skills and keeping fit.  Congratulations to the Steering Group of volunteers who have 
put together a varied programme of activities.  Meetings are held in The Fishbourne Centre every 
Tuesday morning from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. To find out more, email: 
fishbournecompanions@gmail.com or phone 07968 296759.

Burns Night at the Fishbourne Centre was a traditional celebration with the Hall turned into a 
Scottish castle, a piper, the ceremonial parade of the haggis, a three-course meal and Scottish 
Dancing with caller Helen Floyd.  This was the first of the Events that the Centre hopes to put on 
throughout the year.

But Life is not all fun...


Fishbourne Under Threat 
The planning target in the Fishbourne Neighbourhood Plan has already been met but intense 
pressure is being applied for more housing in the village. Central Government, the major 
developers, Chichester District Council planners and others are all threatening to change the plan 
to allow more development.


The Parish Council is drawing up a 
10-point case in defence of our 
existing plan and this will be used if 
any developments in Fishbourne are 
proposed in the revised Local Plan. 
 As soon as details are released 
about the revised version of the 
District’s Local Plan (expected in 
Summer 2018) we will set up open 
meetings so that we can all work 
together to SAVE OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.

Meanwhile, this will be an agenda 
item at THE ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING on Tuesday 17th April at 
7.30 pm in The Fishbourne Centre. 

�11



HISTORY


Bosham in the spotlight when the Bayeux Tapestry comes to 
Britain 
The first four panels of the famous Bayeux Tapestry are set in Bosham, where Harold set out on 
his fateful voyage to Normandy where he was captured by Duke William and forced to promise to 
support him in his claim to the throne of England.

Harold is shown hunting with dogs and a hawk, before going to church to pray for a safe voyage.


The Latin inscription translates: “Here Harold Lord of the English rides with his soldiers to Bosham 
Church.” 

Subsequent panels show him feasting in Bosham Manor House and leaving in a fleet of ships - 
Harold is known to have kept ships at Bosham. 

It has to be said that the church in the picture bears little resemblance to the real thing. Perhaps it 
was a generic church envisaged by the nuns of 
Canterbury who are believed to have 
embroidered it. 

An embroidered reproduction of the panel 
worked by Kathleen Todd from Nottingham, 
and given to the church in 1964 in memory of 
Kathleen’s sister Olive Alchin, who lived in the 
village. 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LOOKING AT SUSSEX CHURCHES

Greyfriars, now the Guildhall, 
Chichester 
Seeing the Guildhall today, standing alone in the 
playground that is Priory Park, it is difficult to 
imagine it as the centre of a busy working 
community, but when it was built in the years 
after its foundation in 1269 it was surrounded by 
monastic buildings, workshops, pens for 
livestock and kitchen gardens.

All that remains is the chancel of the friary 
church, completed by 1282. It is a simple, noble 
building without aisles. Five pointed windows 
with plain tracery line the north and south walls, 
and five unadorned lancet windows fill the entire east end. 

The wooden wagon roof dates back to the 15th century and is slightly lower than the original, 
which also necessitated a reduction in height of the outside lancets - if you go outside you can 
see the original pointed arches in the east wall.


On the outside of the west wall can be seen 
the chancel arch that would have led to the 
nave, but there is some doubt as to whether it 
was ever actually built.

The critic Ian Nairn raves over the Guildhall in 
Buildings of England: “The philosophy of ‘less 
is more’ is usually invoked nowadays to cover 
up poverty of invention; but it really works 
here. Each tiny chamfer and stretch of plain 
wall tells, in this utterly disciplined structure. 
Discipline here is not restraint, but control of 
white-hot passion; all the forms are charged 
up.”

The Dissolution of the Monasteries saw the 
departure of the friars and the transfer of the 
site to the Mayor of Chichester who decided 
to use the church as the city courthouse or 
Guildhall. The rest of the site was leased out, 
and houses were built on the site of the old 

cloisters. The Parliamentary general Sir William 
Waller used one as his headquarters after taking the city in 1642.

The Guildhall was adapted for its judicial function by adding a two-storey extension on the south 
side with a lock-up below a jury room. The east window was blocked. It was the scene of two 
dramatic trials. In 1749 the leaders of the notorious Hawkhurst Gang, smugglers who had 
terrorised the area for more than ten years, were tried for the particularly brutal murders of a 
prosecution witness and an excise officer. They were hanged and the bodies of the five worst 
offenders exhibited in chains on gibbets round the county as an 
awful warning.

In 1804 the poet William Blake of ‘Jerusalem’ fame was tried 
for sedition, arising from an incident in which he had ejected a 
drunken soldier from this garden at Feltham. The soldier then 
claimed that Blake had said ‘Damn the King.’ The jury took just 
minutes to dismiss the charge, to loud cheers from the public 
gallery.

The Duke of Richmond bought Priory Park in 1824 and 
presented it to the council in 1918.

The Guildhall was used for years to store stuff for the  local 
history museum but has now been cleared and adapted for use 
as a particularly stylish wedding venue.

Chris Partridge 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How Greyfriars might have looked in his 
heyday, envisaged by Mike Codd for The 
Novium museum.



LOCAL CHARITIES

Dream Wheelers Wanted! 
After the success of its inaugural Dream 
Wheelers bike ride last summer, St 
Wilfrid’s Hospice is planning to repeat 
the adventure this May with a three night 
bike tour around the Normandy 
countryside. This fun and relaxed 
fundraiser is open to enthusiastic 
cyclists of all abilities and will raise 
money for the DREAMBUILDING project 
to build a state of the art new Hospice 
for the community in Bosham.

The event runs from Thursday 17th to 
Sunday 20th May taking in 100 miles of 
this beautiful area. Cyclists are free to 
set their own pace and enjoy the 
evenings at leisure.

Registration costs £300 and includes return ferry travel to Caen (shared cabin on the outward 
journey, single cabin supplement available); two nights accommodation; a support team to 
transport luggage, provide day to day back up and first aid if required, as well as a goodie bag 
and cycling shirt. It is expected that participants will also raise at least £500 in sponsorship.

The opinion of participants’ from last year was that that the event was well organised with great 
support to the riders, as well as great fun! So why not find our more today about how to take 
part?

The new purpose-built hospice is costing around £15.5 million: 84% of this has been secured, 
however, the St Wilfrid’s is looking to the local community to help raise the remaining £2.5 million 
to create the DREAMBUILDING.

To register, please visit https://stwh.co.uk/support-us/events/dream-wheelers-2018/ or call 01243 
775302, or email dbfundraising@stwh.co.uk


Award for Farmers’ Market 
Stallholders at Chichester’s Farmers’ Market have been recognised for their high quality produce 
and hard work after the market won Sussex Farmers’ Market of the Year at the Sussex Food and 
Drink Awards 2018.

Another award winner was Bookhams Cheese, a regular attendee at Chichester Farmers’ Market. 
It won the coveted Best Producer of the Year award.

“Our stallholders work extremely hard throughout the year to ensure a wonderful range of top 
quality produce – we are delighted that the market has been recognised with this wonderful 
award,” says Councillor John Connor, Cabinet Member for Environment Services at Chichester 
District Council. “As well as our excellent producers, this award also recognises all the hard work 
that goes into organising the market and all those who are up at the crack of dawn setting up the 
stalls.The success of Chichester’s Farmers’ Market has attracted another regular stall, run by the 
Apuldram Centre.

General manager Rachel Aslet-Clark has announced changes in opening times at the Centre, 
including extending our weekday opening hours to help customers collecting trainees and also 
end of school-day visitors, plus the end of Saturday trading when visits are sporadic and vary with 
the weather. 

“In making this decision we want to harness the success of the Selsey Pop-Up Shop and 
Chichester Farmers’ Markets,” she says. “We have therefore applied to be a regular contributor to

the seasonal Farmers’ Markets. This will have the added benefits of enabling the trainees to be 
part of a community- based activity, showcasing their talents through the sale of our home-
produced goods, engaging with the public and generating income for the centre.”

Chichester Farmers’ Market runs on the first and third Fridays of the month, 9am until 2pm in East 
Street and West Street.  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FISHBOURNE BOOKWORMS REVIEW

The Enchanted April 
By Elizabeth Von Arnim

I found this a charming and entertaining book, the story of a holiday 
in a castle in Italy in 1922 that brings together four very different 
women in close proximity for a whole month revealing much about 
women and their relationships with each other and with men.

Elizabeth Von Arnim was an English author who married a German 
aristocrat and became famous for her semi-autobiographical first 
book Elizabeth and her German Garden, set in their estate in 
Pomerania.

I especially liked the author’s sense of humour. She shows us how 
selfish most people are in the characters of Mrs Fisher and Lady 
Caroline - turning up early to the Italian castello to pick the best 
bedrooms and sitting areas. I felt quite indignant on behalf of Mrs 
Wilkins and Mrs Arbuthnott who organised the holiday but ended 
up in the worst rooms.

My favourite character was Mrs Wilkins. She was shy and intimidated by her husband, but also 
very perceptive and ahead of her time in that she rebelled. I enjoyed her transformation when she 
was free to be herself and not be imposed upon by her husband. I understood her joy at being in 
the most beautiful of places, surrounded by lovely gardens, as I find gardens uplifting too.

Poor Lady Caroline was very funny, what with her being so beautiful everybody fell in love with 
her, even when she was trying to be beastly. All the characters underwent some kind of 
transformation and became better versions of themselves, which is why holidays are so 
wonderful. My only observation is that within three days of returning home we are back to our old 
ways again.

It was a wry look at marriage through female eyes. The delicious twist was that the wives 
completely misread their respective husbands’ motives for joining them for their romantic holiday 
in Italy, had they known the truth I am sure they would have been even more miserable than they 
were at home. I thought this book was very witty and of its time - in fact it reminded me of an 
Oscar Wilde farce.

Pam McTurk 

DAYS OUT


Board Games on display at the Novium 
The Novium Museum is hosting a major touring exhibition from the V&A Museum of Childhood 
from March 17. Game Plan: Board Games Rediscovered will be free to visit and celebrates the joy, 
excitement and occasional frustration of playing board games.

Alongside family favourites such as Cluedo, Trivial Pursuit, and traditional games such as chess, 
the exhibition looks at historical board games such as The Game of the Goose and beautifully 
designed games from the 18th and 19th centuries.

The exhibition will be at the centre of a busy events programme ranging from board game 
evenings to an outdoor gaming event during the school Easter holidays.

The museum will also host a Childhood Memories day, where visitors will be encouraged to share 
memories from their childhood, including cherished toys and games. The museum will also be 
displaying some items from its own collections which will reflect some of the childhood memories 
of the district's residents.

The Game Plan exhibition also explores the important role of design. Selected games are 
highlighted with a more detailed look at their history and influence. An early design of Monopoly 
before it was commercially mass produced will be one of the many fascinating exhibits on show.

"Board games are currently experiencing a resurgence, and this exciting exhibition will offer a 
chance for people to indulge in their favourites," says Councillor Eileen Lintill, Cabinet Member for 
Community Services at Chichester District Council..  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MAGGIE’S RECIPES


Grilled cod loin with cucumber and 
ginger 
I have chosen this recipe for several reasons. It is easy 
and quickly prepared, healthwise the food is low in fat 
and easily digested and the ginger and rice wine 
vinegar adds a wonderful zest to the meal. 

Makes six servings


Ingredients 
2 English cucumbers, thinly sliced

3.5oz/105g finely sliced red onion

Salt and freshly ground black black pepper

3tbsp chopped pickled ginger

1tbsp rice wine vinegar

3tbsp rape seed or groundnut oil, plus a little extra for greasing

Approximately four cod loin fillets, about 1.5lb or 75g total weight.


Method 
Prepare a grill for direct grilling with high heat or use a stovetop grill pan with ridges. Oil the grill 
rack.

In a bowl, combine the cucumbers and onion and 1tsp salt. Let it stand for 15 minutes to 
marinate. Stir in the ginger, white wine and 2tbps oil. Set aside.

Brush the fillets on both sides with the remaining oil. Sprinkle on salt and pepper to taste.

Place the fish skin-side down in the grill and turn once, until just opaque throughout - about eight 
minutes in total should do it.

Transfer the fillets to a serving platter and top with the cucumber salad. Serve right away.

If required, serve with wilted spinach for taste and for texture a slice of wholemeal artisanal bread. 

Utterly delicious!

Maggie Borsberry 

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH 2018 
If you are organizing an event, please contact Iain Harrison, 4 Beaver Close, even if you have already 
submitted details to the Magazine Editor. Telephone 784983, or e-mail:  iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk

When Where Who What
Monday 5th 

19:30 30 Barker Close Fishbourne 
Church

Lent Group 
785738 for information.

Tuesday 6th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions

Colin Clark - 'Chichester Cathedral 
Stained Glass Windows'

Weds 7th 14:30 “Cheriton”, Creek 
End

Fishbourne 
Church

Lent Group. 
776692 for information.

Weds 7th 19:00 
for 19:30 St. Peter’s Place Gardeners' 

Club
Monica Lucas – “The Bee and Butterfly 

Garden”.

Thursday 8th 
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre car park WSCC Mobile Library.

Saturday 10th 
19:15

The Fishbourne 
Centre

St. Wilfrid’s 
Hospice

BARN DANCE, with two course Supper.  
778839 for information. 

Monday 12th 
19:30 30 Barker Close Fishbourne 

Church
Lent Group 

785738 for information.
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Monday 12th 
19:30 for 20:00

3 Blakeney 
Close

Fishbourne 
Church

Fishbourne Bookworms - 
“Summer of ’76”, by Isabel Ashdown.

Tuesday 13th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions Visit from Fishbourne Primary School.

Tuesday 13th 
14:00 to 16:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

W.I. Science 
Group

Alastair Alexander – Precious Metals: 
Gold, Platinum & Silver.

Weds 14th 14:15 “Cheriton”, Creek 
End

Fishbourne 
Church

Lent Group. 
776692 for information.

Thursday 15th 
13:00 to 15:15

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
W.I. Andy Beardsley – “Wheely Boat Trust”.

Sunday 18th 
16:30 to 18:00 St. Peter’s Place Fishbourne 

Church Lets Learn Together.

Monday 19th 
19:30 30 Barker Close Fishbourne 

Church
Lent Group 

785738 for information.

Tuesday 20th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions Art Activities.

Tuesday 20th 
19:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Parish Council

Council Meeting. 
Fishbourne residents welcome.

Weds 21st 14:15 “Cheriton”, Creek 
End

Fishbourne 
Church

Lent Group. 
776692 for information.

Thursday 22nd 
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre car park WSCC Mobile Library.

Saturday 24th 
10:00 to 17:00

St. Peter’s 
Place and 

Fishbourne 
Church.

Fishbourne 
Church

Fishbourne’s 3rd Literary Festival 
Fishbourne Loves Books 

Book Sales, and Talks by Well-known 
Authors.

Monday 26th 
19:30 30 Barker Close Fishbourne 

Church
Lent Group 

785738 for information.

Tuesday 27th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions

Visit from Pre-School, 
and Keep Fit

Tuesday 27th 
10:00 to 12:15 St. Peter’s Place Quiet Garden 

Movement
The Quiet Garden at Fishbourne: 

Elaine Waddington.

Weds 28th 14:15 “Cheriton”, Creek 
End

Fishbourne 
Church

Lent Group. 
776692 for information.

Weds 28th 19:30 St. Peter’s Place Fishbourne 
Evening W.I.

Janet Denny – “The Man on the 
Mantlepiece”.

In addition to the events shown above at the Fishbourne Centre,  
there is a large number of regular events and classes including: 

 Swing dance (Monday evenings); Jiveeasy (Weds evenings); Fishbourne Romans Football 
(Saturday 9:00); Folk Dance; Beekeeping; Tai Chi; Qi Gong; Ballet Classes; Adult Dance; Baby 

Ballet; Mini Movers; Drama Classes; Baby Sensory Development Classes; “Skylarks” after 
schools club; Child Development Classes; Chess Club; Art Classes; Rugby Tots; Table Tennis; 

Zumba dance; Pilates; Back Fitness Classes; and sports clubs (Tennis; Netball; Croquet; Bowls; 
Cricket).  

For details please visit the Fishbourne Centre website at www.fishbournecentre.org.uk
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