
Oh Nana, how cool is that! 
 
Many of you will know that my grandson, who is now five years old, never ceases to amaze me by 
how he sees the world around him.
During the Easter holidays I had shown him a picture of a red telephone box, and told him how, 
when I and his granddad were young, we would have to leave our house, walk up the road and into 
one of these to make or receive a phone call. Calls were always pre-arranged so that we would 
both be at our respective places at the correct time.
Thinking that Ashley would not be too impressed, (given that he is well up to speed with modern 
technology), I was surprised when he said, 'Oh Nana, how cool is that'. Now, being aware that he 
has an amazing imagination, I suspect that he thought that if you entered one of these phone 
boxes, you could come out as a super hero.
However, he did make me think. The assumption is often made that young people are not 
interested in the past, but that is far from the truth. The young are in fact fascinated by the stories 
that older people share with them. They are delighted to here about what life was like, and I am 
sure there are many grandparents who have regaled their grandchildren with delightful tales of 
their youth.
One of the great privileges of my work is in being allowed to conduct funeral services for people. 
The stories I hear about the departed person are incredible, and I am reminded time and time 
again just how unique each person is.
All of us have a story to tell, and perhaps the most important one is about our faith, how much of a 
difference Jesus makes in our lives, and yet we forget to do so.
The church is often tempted to 'put on a show’, to be entertaining, but in doing so it can lose the 
beauty and wonder of its history. We should never underestimate the young, they can teach us 
such a lot.
So in these weeks after Easter, I encourage you to share your story of faith, your experience of 
different church services, and about how you lived before the technical age we now inhabit. For 
these things are part of your story, and others would love to hear them.
Moira  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THE PARISHES OF 
St Peter and St Mary, New Fishbourne, and 
St Mary the Virgin, Apuldram
Rector: The Reverend Canon Moira Wickens

From the Church Registers 
Funerals 
29th March  Edith Goode. [F] 
3rd April  Victoria Hills [St Paul's] 
4th April   Audrey Hartt. [F] 
12th April   David McIntosh Craigie [F] 
24th April   Mary Mills Robinson. [F] 
Weddings 
7th April  Oliver Jack Glegge Aubrey-Thomas and 
        Flora Christine McKechnie. [A] 
Baptisms 
22nd April  Luca James Cecil



MAY 2018 CHURCH SERVICES


Pew Sheets 
If you are housebound and would like communion at home, please ring Moira on 530198.
For details of special services please see the Sunday Pew Sheet, arranged by Eric, Elle, Oli and 
Beau. Requests to be added to the special intercession list or for notices of any special Parish 
Church events to be included, please phone 783799 or email 4andersonjones@gmail.com.
Please send requests to us well in advance, by Tuesday 6pm at the latest please.

Editor’s Notes 
This month we feature fuller reports on the 
Fishbourne Literary Festival, which is 
shaping up to be the sort of event that gets 
a small village noticed by the bigger world. 
Congratulations to all involved.
One of our colour pages is devoted to the 
wonderful floral display in Fishbourne 
Church at Easter, another triumph by the 
flower arrangers.
For the rest of the year we rely heavily on 
our regular contributors, and I would like to 
thank them for their input. If you have 
attended an event in the local area that you 
think deserves mention, please let me know at fapm.editor@googlemail.com. The deadline for 
contributions to the June issue is May 11.
Chris Partridge  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Date Readings Fishbourne Apuldram
Thursday 3rd

 

Sunday 6th [W]


 

Thursday 10th

 

Sunday 13th [W]

 

 

Thursday 17th

 

Sunday 20th [R]

PENTECOST 
 

Thursday 24th

 

Sunday 27th [W]

 

 

Thursday 31st

 

Sunday 3rd June 
[W]

Acts 10: 44-end

John 15: 9-17

 

 

 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-end

John 17: 6-19

 

 

Acts 2. 1-21

John 15:26-27; 

         16: 4b-15

 

 

Romans 8: 12-17

John 3: 1-17

 

 

 

2 Cor. 5:6-10

Mark 2:20-end

10.30 Holy Communion


08.00 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

 

10.30 Holy Communion


09.30 Holy Communion

16.30 Evening Prayer

 

10.30 Holy Communion

 

08.00 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

 

10.30 Holy Communion

 

09.30 Holy Communion

16.30 Evening Service

 

10.30 Holy Communion

 

08.00 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

11.00 Matins

 

 

 

08.00 Holy Communion

 

 

 

 

 

11.00 Holy Communion

 

 

 

 

08.00 Holy Communion

 

 

 

11.00 Matins
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CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL


Sunday Services 
8.00am Holy Communion; 10.00am Choral Mattins; 11.00am Sung Eucharist
Services are held daily and all are welcome – see www.chichestercathedral.org.uk for details.

Lunchtime Concerts - Tuesdays at 1.10pm 

Evening Concert 
The Leconfield Singers under Musical Director Graham Wili with the English Philharmonia will sing 
The Creation by Joseph Haydn on Saturday 12th May 2018 at 7.30pm. Tickets are on sale at 
www.leconfieldsingers.co.uk.

Peregrines produce full clutch of eggs 
Since 2001 a pair of peregrine falcons have 
raised their new chicks in the Cathedral's 
turrets.  2018 is the 18th year that peregrines 
have returned to the Cathedral site to nest and 
the first egg was laid on Wednesday 21st 
March. Since then, three more eggs have 
followed to give a full complement.  Since 2002, 
fifty-four chicks have successfully fledged from 
the site at the Cathedral.
Members of the public are invited to come along 
to see if they can spot the peregrine parents as 
they fly in and out of the nesting box on the 
north-west side of the Cathedral Tower. Every 
Tuesday and Wednesday until 27th June RSPB 
staff and volunteers will be on hand to help visitors spot the birds through telescopes and 
binoculars. 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1 May Anemos Trio 
Karen Kingsley, piano

Richard Moore, bassoon

Robert Blanken, clarinet

Six Sonatas by CPE Bach; 

Fantaisie Concertante by Villa-Lobos; 

Variations in G minor by William Yeates Hurlstone; 
A new Jazz Suite by Mike Mower

8 May Chichester String 
Ensemble 
with organist Richard Barnes

Ancient Airs and Dances Suite No. 3 by Respighi; 

Suite for strings and organ by Respighi

15 May Gabriele Baldocci, piano Salve Maria de Jerusalem by Verdi tr Liszt; 

Isoldes Liebestod by Wagner tr. Liszt;

Elsas Brautzug zum Münster by Wagner tr. Liszt; 
Sonata No.3 by Kabalevsky

22 May Duo Fantasia 
Rusne Mikiskaite, saxophone

Imma Setiadi, piano

And Everything is Still by Andy Scott; 

Fantaisie by Villa Lobos; 

Piece en forme de Habanera by Ravel; 

Mi Bailaora by Salleras; 

Aria and Finale by John Carmichael

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk


APULDRAM AROUND


Rain disruption 
The extremely wet spring has caused many problems for all those who work outside, including 
gardeners.  One sad result of the seemingly ceaseless rain was the cancellation of the April 
opening of Rymans gardens as the grounds were too wet for use by the general public and the car 
park unusable. This is the first time in 22 years that Mrs Gayford has had to cancel, and she is not 
alone in this area. It will be a loss of funds to NGS as well as to the church, and disappointing 
when so much work has gone into getting the garden up to scratch.
Building work at the church has inevitably also 
been delayed by the wet weather, together with 
some other issues, and is now running almost 
two months behind schedule. This is 
disappointing but if we move towards a period of 
drier weather considerable progress will be 
made. As can be seen from the photograph 
taken in mid April, the flint work is progressing. 
Painstaking and skilful work, but the result is 
wonderful.

Local landlord weds 
The wedding took place on Saturday 7 April of 
Oliver Thomas, General Manager at The Crown 
and Anchor, and Flora McKechnie. The day was, 
unusually, rain-free and the guests were able to 
use the new parking area which, although very 
muddy and still a building site, alleviated the 
habitual parking problem. Our best wishes go to 
Ollie and Flora for a long and happy married life 
together.

PCC reelected 
The Annual Parish Church Meeting took place in 
church on 11th April. Maureen Clake was re-
elected as Churchwarden and Hilary Caine 
continues as a deputy churchwarden. The 
Electoral Roll was presented and reports were given by the Secretary, the Treasurer and the 
Warden, together with a Deanery Synod Report. Maureen continues as our Deanery Synod 
representative. The PCC was elected en bloc, as were the sides-people. Grateful thanks were 
given to all those who had carried out so many responsibilities during the year and to Moira for her 
caring ministry.

Jose designs flower festival 
Chichester Cathedral Festival of Flowers will run from 31 May to 2nd June. The Cathedral will be 
transformed with over eighty stunning arrangements all following the theme of the Festival's title: 
'This Earthly Paradise'. Emma Bridgewater, whose distinctive ceramics have a world-wide 
following, is the Patron and the Festival Designer is Apuldram’s Jose Pound.  This is the second 
time she has undertaken this momentous project and if the result is as hugely successful as the 
last, then this will be a memorable festival.  Visit www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/festival-
of-flowers for more information  
Hilary Caine  

�4



FISHBOURNE PARISH NEWS


Fishbourne Gardeners’ Club 
In April we had an excellent talk by professional gardener Paul Patton on 'Growing for the Kitchen' 
he was quite inspiring with his advice for growing excellent vegetables. His beautiful slides and 
gardening tips were very interesting and 
informative. 
May 2nd is the evening when members of The 
Woodhorn Group will be coming to give us a 
talk entitled 'All About Compost' a subject which 
is and always will be of interest to all gardeners 
everywhere. We all know that compost is a very 
valuable commodity so this is a very practical 
subject and an evening definitely not to be 
missed.
Our club is now in its twenty-first year and 
continues to thrive with around 30 members 
attending each meeting. We try to present a 
varied programme of speakers on garden and 
garden related subjects.  As always we have 
selected our speakers for their ability to 
entertain as well as to inform. We meet on the 
first Wednesday of each month at St Peter's 
Place, Fishbourne; the post code is PO19 3XT.  Visitors are welcome.  For more information ring 
790353 or email ab.m.dennett@btinternet.com.
AnnetteBell Dennett

Fishbourne WI 
Another gathering with the weather still struggling to decide between winter and spring - however 
the now well established lunch prior to the meeting - was as ever - both delicious and warming, 
thanks again to both Maggie and Marlene. The money raised from this is very welcome as can be 
imagined.

The meeting opened by mentioning with 
sadness the death of advisor Hazel Tester. 
There was a reminder that subs had to be in by 
the end of the month with only two outstanding. 
As ever various events and dates of interest 
were indicated, one was that the Fishbourne 
Centre was holding a special event and had 
asked for our support,the suggestion being that 
we ran a Vintage Tea Tent and if possible 
wearing vintage clothing - more of that anon.
Serious deliberation is being given towards our 
Centenary Celebrations next year, all ideas and 
thoughts welcome. Our speaker Andy Beadsley  
director of The Wheelyboat Trust, spoke of the 
activities and achievements enabling disabled 
people to experience the fun and excitement of 

water based adventures and challenges. Their magazine 'Waterwheels' is a fascinating read.
We of course enjoyed our social time with tea and catch-up plus biscuits! should you be interested 
in observing or joining us please contact sec.Beryl Reynolds T.774350 or email 
beryl@fishbourne.plus.com you would be very welcome.          
June Leech
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Fishbourne Evening WI 
Our table tennis group enjoyed a cream tea this 
month and we had fun with an Easter bonnet 
competition. 
Our speaker was Janet Denny who told us the story 
of how she came to write her book The Man on the 
Mantelpiece. Her father died at the age of 21 and at 
the hour he was killed by the Germans, Janet was 

born. As a child 
she hoped that 
one day he 
would reappear 
bearing gifts 
but of course 
this never 
happened. She 
grew up afraid to ask her mother about him for fear of 
upsetting her, and all she had was a photograph on the 
mantelpiece to wonder about.
Her mother later remarried and it was not until she moved at 

the age of 77 that Janet noticed some old volumes by the 
dustbin. She decided to take them home and discovered they were her father’s war diaries. Janet’s 
own life continued and it was not until she herself was moving that she rediscovered the diaries, 
and later started writing, and the idea came to her to write this poignant book.
At our meeting a collection for St Wilfrid’s Hospice was taken in memory of Jill Kewell, a long 
standing member who sadly recently passed away. She will be much missed.

Recreation in the Quiet Garden 
Kintsugi (or ‘golden joinery’) is the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery with lacquer dusted or 
mixed with powdered gold, silver, or platinum.

Most of us have broken a treasured possession 
and sorrowfully had to sweep it into the bin. 
Kintsugi is a way of creating something beautiful 
from something that was broken.  In doing so, the 
original object is often more beautiful and unique 
than the original.  With Kintsugi the history of the 
object is recognised and visibly incorporated in its 
repair instead of trying to disguise it, thus making a 
feature of the scars instead of hiding them.
Leading the Quiet Garden on the theme of ‘Taken, 
Blessed, Broken and Given’ Elaine Waddington 
introduced the group to this philosophy, as we each 
held a pottery vessel, some of us a mug or bowl 
that we owned and which held a special meaning 
for us. The vessels were used to represent 

ourselves being held by God. There was much to explore as we each undertook our own journeys, 
led by Elaine.
Henri Nouwen who inspired the title of the morning, was quoted –
‘If we live our life as people who are taken, blessed and broken, then we can give ourselves.  We 
are taken, blessed and broken to be given. Not giving just a little bit. The greatest fulfilment of our 
heart is in the giving, to give ourselves. It is letting go. The mystery is that as we let go for others, 
our lives start bearing fruit. That is a great mystery’.
The morning proved to be both profound and moving but above all, a huge blessing.
Sue Harrison
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Chichester Science Group 
Our annual visit from the Royal College of Surgeons took place on April 10, when Robert Walker 
MRCS explained his research project on tailoring pre-operative chemotherapy in oesophageal 
cancer. The aim of the research is to identify genetic factors in the effectiveness of chemotherapy 
in these difficult to treat cancers, and combines genetic sequencing with laboratory experiments on 
cancer cells. Eventually, it may be possible to identify cancers that will not respond to 
chemotherapy so those patients can be spared this painful and debilitating treatment. 
Our next meeting will be on May 8, not the 15th as previously advertised. We will welcome Jamie 
Goldrick who will speak about Illicit Drug Prevention and Awareness in the Community.
Bookings are now being taken for our summer coach trip to Hinton Ampner on July 17. The 
Georgian style house with its collections of art and ceramics and its wonderful gardens will be 
open. We can bring picnics or visit the nearby pub. Allow £25 per person to cover the coach and 
admission.
All are welcome at the Fishbourne Centre at 2 o’clock. There is a £3 charge, including 
refreshments. For more information ring me on 789838 or email magden@aol.com.
Maggie Borsberry

The Garden of Memories 
Once again we are offering engraved bricks  (wording of your choice) for sale that can be added to 
our Garden of Memories which is appreciated and enjoyed by so many. 
The present bricks celebrate many occasions - birth, baptism, confirmation, marriage, 
grandchildren, or commemorate a parent(s), a family, or even a pet.
A single brick which has 2 lines of 15 characters costs £50. A double brick which has 4 lines of 15 
characters costs £95.
An order form can be collected from the rear of the church, the entrance shelf in St Peter’s Place 
or by contacting me on 532642 or by email to jennifer_christie_uk@hotmail.com.
We need at least 6 purchases in order to place an order. Any queries please get in touch.
Jennie Christie

Chichester Roman Week boost 
The Novium Museum has been awarded a grant of £1,100 from the Roman Research Trust and 

The Roman Society to support 
Chichester Roman Week, May 28 to 
June 2.
The grant will fund a Roman re-
enactment by Legio Secunda 
Augusta, to take place in Priory Park 
on Wednesday May 30. It will include 
a military show and slave auction as 
well as a range of static displays such 
as a military camp and a field 
medicine tent.   
Legio Secunda Augusta is one of 
Europe’s pre-eminent Roman re-
enactment groups and encompasses 
the full range of military and civil life – 
from artillery to slaves, medical staff 
and music. They provide an 
unforgettable live experience for 

anyone witnessing a re-enactment.
For a full programme of Roman Week events, and more information on the re-enactment in Priory 
Park, visit www.thenovium.org/romanweek. 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PARISH PEOPLE

Monica Stevens 
Monica, husband Pete and their two sons, Joseph, 13, and Adam, 8, moved to Fishbourne in 2014.
Living in the Liphook-Haslemere area, they wanted to move nearer the coast and Chichester. 
Monica and Pete also wanted their boys to go to a church school, because they liked the ethos.
Although there was no room at Fishbourne School at the time, the brothers were able to attend 
Parklands School, which Adam continues to enjoy. Joseph is now happily settled at Bishop Luffa.
Born in Transylvania, which is part of Romania, and living in its 
largest town, Monica describes herself as a ‘city girl’ whereas Pete 
prefers the countryside, so they find Fishbourne to be a really good 
compromise, with its proximity to town and country.
Growing up in a Communist country during a very difficult period, 
Monica wanted to do something useful for society and dreamed of 
achieving something amazing like winning the Nobel prize for 
peace!  She worked for the Romanian government in the 
Department of Education.  A life-changing experience turned out to 
be when she had to take another’s place (he’d broken his leg!) to 
represent Romania at a meeting in Brussels.  There she met her 
equivalent from the UK Department of Education and was offered a 
job in this country.  Eighteen years ago Romania was still a corrupt 
country with an authoritarian society, so Monica was keen to seize 
the opportunity to work in England.
It was while working for a Change Management Consultancy in 
London that Monica met Pete who was with the Metropolitan 
Police.  After a diverse career in the Police Force, he found himself 
working in the same office with Monica on restructuring 999 calls through three different centres.  
When the couple decided to get married, they saw a ‘lovely priest’ at their local Church of England 
church.  Monica had grown up in the Orthodox faith, and Pete in the Catholic church, and this 
church seemed to be the best option for their wedding.  Monica has always had a strong faith, 
popping into churches to talk to God when she felt like it, so when the family came to Fishbourne, it 
seemed obvious to attend the local church.  Not only did they ‘really like Moira’, but have always 
felt welcome there, particularly enjoying Bernadette’s organ playing.  A favourite hymn of Monica’s 
is ‘Lord of the Dance’ but she enjoys singing everything.  When reading the Bible, Monica definitely 
prefers the New Testament because she finds the meaning behind the words easier to understand.
Monica didn’t work when Joseph and Adam were tiny, but as they grew older, trained to teach at 
Chichester College, which she now does, four days a week.  Pete makes this possible because he 
is now semi-retired (having become a driving instructor when he left the Police) so can fit in with 
caring for the boys. Monica feels especially blessed to have such a supportive husband who is also 
a great Dad.  
Monica much prefers working in education to the private sector of the Business world.  However, 
whilst teaching GCSE Maths to young people who aren’t really interested can be particularly hard 
work, Monica really enjoys her classes for Health & Social Care, particularly because of the 
connection with little children.
Monica finds it hard to tolerate rudeness and when people don’t tell the truth.  She has noticed a 
change in society since her arrival in the UK, although she loves this country and its people. She 
feels that many simply don’t realise how fortunate they are to have opportunities to be encouraged 
to make an effort and work.  She thinks there is a need for more kindness and honesty and for 
people to ‘love their neighbour’ more.
Coming from a male dominated society in Romania, when she arrived in England, Monica was 
impressed by Britain’s prime minister, Margaret Thatcher and what she managed to achieve later. 
Monica also has a great admiration for Chichester College’s head, Shelagh Legrave, recently 
awarded the OBE, who manages to talk to everyone and know all her staff.  The College is one of 
only 7 to be granted ‘Outstanding’ status.
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Monica believes that it is impossible to separate Religion and Politics.  If you need to build the 
belief for any religion in a new generation, you need to create new programmes, and these require 
finance, and support from politicians. The new programmes should focus on how to attract the 
young generations into the church, and also busy people who feel that there is no time for God.
Remaining in constant touch with her parents and brother, it’s usual for Monica and her family to 
get together at least three times a year. In the summer, Monica’s family, her brother’s, and their 
parents meet up and travel to various European countries for a family holiday.  In Transylvania, 
summers are warm and sunny and Christmases should be cold and snowy, but with the recent 
change in world weather patterns, that isn’t always the case.
Monica loves to travel with her family, loves swimming, is interested in fashion and enjoys reading 
and music.  Above all, she enjoys simply doing things with Pete and the boys.
Sue Harrison

The Shed 
The old shed in the churchyard has been demolished. The 
Christie family, Kush, Ravi, Arun and Asha with grandfather 
Robert, made short work of it, as related by Sara Christie-
Verma. Jennie Christie took the pictures.

At Fishbourne Church on a sunny Spring day
With birds in the trees and bunnies at play
The quiet and peace of the grassy green grounds
Were suddenly shattered with terrible sounds!
 
Four children snuck in, one girl and three boys
And they were the source of the mayhem and noise;
In dirty old clothes and with smiles of elation
They soon took to smashing, with determination.

A crash and a bang, a terrible clamour
The crack of a spade, the crash of a hammer
The poor old Church shed sat unloved and unused
Was now being battered and boshed and abused!
 
What terrible vandals, oh dear what a mess!
But hang on, whose this? It’s their gran, can’t you guess,
And these terrible children, with such glee in destruction
Were there by arrangement, under Jenny’s instruction.
 
They worked and they toiled to dismantle the shed,
From dawn until dusk, and went tired to bed,
Each panel and splinter taken carefully away:
They said it was hard, but enjoyed the whole day…
 
…. Finding creatures like woodlice and spiders in nooks
And ‘weapons’ like sickles, with their sharp rusty hooks,
And treasures were hidden, just there to be found:
The glint of an old silver pot underground.
 
The work wasn’t easy, but they said it was fun
To be working together to get the job done,
They’ll always remember their strange Easter quest
And we’re sure you’ll agree that the grounds look their 
best! 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FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Meeting 
The meeting took place on 17th April, when the Chairman gave his report:
“Last year I reported on the progress we had made on several 
infrastructure projects in our Neighbourhood Plan. This year I am pleased 
to be able to report on a year of achievements – which has coincided with 
the arrival of Lucy Wright as our Parish Clerk at the start of the year!
Village identity was a major concern which residents raised in the Village 
Survey which preceded our Neighbourhood Plan (96% of responses) and 
our new Village Signs emphasise that we are a village and the use of colour makes our signs stand 
out from others along the A259.
Speeding was another priority in the Survey and we now have our SIDs (Speed Indicator Devices) 
in Salthill Road, Clay Lane, and the A259. We were prevented from having permanent signs as the 
accident rate fell short of current regulations. This means we need to have volunteers to change 
the batteries fortnightly and to move the signs to alternative sites monthly. I am very grateful to 
Lucy and Rik Wright, who look after the A259 signs and to Cllr Adam Porter and the Caspian Close 
Residents Association who look after the signs in Clay lane and Salthill Road.
The Fishbourne Companions project is run by a hard-working Steering Committee of volunteers, 
led by Cllr Lynda Hunter and with the financial support of the Parish Council. It was a pleasure to 
be able to present them with a cheque from the National Lottery Awards for All schemes.
The Fishbourne Centre has a Five Year Plan to develop the full potential of the building and its 
attractive surroundings. The Parish Council allocated some of the section 106 money to the Centre 
and the first stage has been completed with the re-equipment of the kitchen which can now 
prepare anything from fish and chips on Friday evenings to a five-star banquet!
We really appreciate the help we receive from officers and members of the County Council and the 
District Council. Despite her duties as Leader of the County Council, Louise Goldsmith is always 
ready to offer her help to Fishbourne. We would also like to thank Cllr Sandra Westacott, who was 
our District Councillor and to her successor, Cllr Adrian Moss with whom we will be working closely 
on the implications for parishes of the revised Local Plan.
I particularly want to thank Lucy who, in a very tactful way, has sharpened up the way we operate, 
taken the lead in the delivery of our projects, passed her CILCA (Certificate in Local Council 
Administration) and set an example of professionalism which we all strive to follow.
This year we have awarded grants to Homestart (£500), 4Sight (£200), Fishbourne Companions 
(£500), Citizens Advice (3200) and Sammy Community Transport (£600). Applications are 
considered every November.

Coming soon! 
Build a Better A27 - Saving our Neighbourhood Plan as developers offer over 1,100 new houses 
for Fishbourne - A new Parish Website. And Parish Councils elections in May 2019 - how about 
standing? We look forward to hearing from you!
Geoff Hand
 
Share of £250,000 open to communities 
Communities in Chichester District that have taken new homes over the past two years are being 
invited to apply for money to spend on improvement projects under the New Homes (Parish 
Allocations) Scheme. The amount of money available per parish depends on the number of new 
homes that have been occupied from 2015 to 2017. A wide range of projects have been funded 
from trees in Tangmere to buying a set of community strimmers in Compton. In Chidham and 
Hambrook, £3,000 was allocated for wheelchair access and fencing in Maybush Copse.
“It doesn’t always have to be a large project to be making a difference,” says Cllr Eileen Lintill of 
Chichester District Council. “Very often it is the small purchases that can make a significant 
improvement to residents’ quality of life, and so we are encouraging residents to have a think and 
contact their local parish or town council with their ideas.”
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LOCAL CHARITIES


A Day in the life of an Apuldram Centre Support Worker 
I’m Karen Valler and I am a support worker for the Apuldram Centre. I work with people with a 
learning disability in their homes, in order to help them to live the lives that they want. I work with 
people in different types of accommodation, ranging from shared housing with or without sleep-in 
cover, to self-contained accommodation.
At Apuldram we encourage people to be as independent as possible, but we understand that they 
might need some help to achieve this. My job involves lots of different things that together help 
people towards achieving their goals.
If I have done a sleep in, my day will begin from 7am. Most people are already beginning to get up 
at that time, but if not I will knock on their door and have a chat with them about the day ahead. I 

might need to prompt people to take a shower, or 
brush their teeth. Depending on the weather I 
might need to help people to choose the right 
clothes to wear for the day although most tenants 
are able to do this independently.
If tenants have medication to take, I will make 
sure that they have taken it as they should. I will 
need to sign medication sheets to confirm that I 
have seen them take their tablets.
I will be with tenants at breakfast, where I might 
need to help them to prepare their breakfast, or 
just be around for a chat.
Depending on their daytime activities, I will need 
to ensure that tenants are ready for their 
transport, and that they have everything that they 
need for the day ahead, such as a packed lunch 
or money.
During the shift, I will also have ensured that I 
have completed support plans and daily logs, 
along with any routine checks required.

Most of our tenants attend day services on weekdays. They will also have regular 1:1 support 
sessions of between 3 and 4 hours per week, in which they will undertake food shopping, do 
household chores, and where possible attend any appointments, such as GP or dentist. If I am 
their key-worker, I will provide their 1:1 support.
Evening support commences around 4pm. Once tenants return from their day service activities I 
will support them to participate in any household tasks whether it be their turn to cook, set the 
table, or do the washing up.
I will work alongside tenants to help them cook an evening meal. I may need to ensure that they 
are using the correct temperatures and timings, that food safety rules are being followed and that 
individuals are safe in the kitchen.
Later in the evening I’ll be prompting tenants to ensure that they have everything ready for the 
following day, before encouraging them to shower and brushing their teeth before bed time. I will 
sometimes accompany tenants to evening activities in the community.
During the shift, I will also have ensured that I have completed support plans and daily logs, along 
with any routine checks required.
At the start of the shift I will complete daily logs and conduct routine daily or weekly tasks, such as 
testing tenants smoke alarms and daily financial checks.
My shift will normally finish at around 9.00pm, unless I am doing a sleep in.
Karen Valler  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EASTER IN PICTURES  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LOOKING AT SUSSEX CHURCHES


Holy Cross, Bignor 
Bignor church was built just before the Doomsday Book 
was written, because it is mentioned in that greatest of 
all lists of stolen goods but was clearly designed by 
Norman rather than Saxon masons.
The clue is in the proportions - broad and low rather than 
narrow and tall like, say, Singleton church. Another hint 
is the chancel arch, a simple semi-circular arch with no 
ornament at all, typical of the 11th century after 1066. 
The chancel itself is lit by lines of lancet windows leading 
to a trio of lancets in the east wall, with a bulls-eye 
above, a lovely composition.
The sequence of alterations since then are easy to 
follow. In the 13th century aisles were added, first to the 
south and then to the north. It is probable that the arches 
were cut out of the existing walls - there are long 
stretches of wall at each end that would have been left to 
provide a good support while the work was in progress.

If you look closely at the arches you will see the pillars are not 
in line and the stone is lighter on the south side. The capitals 
are carved more deeply on the north side, indicating a slightly 
later date.
In the 14th century a screen was placed across the chancel 
arch with arched roundels across the top. Only the frame and 
the roundels are original but the appearance is unchanged.
In Victorian times there was talk of restoration and plans were 
drawn up by Henry Woodyer for a complete make-over and 
enlargement, but happily this was abandoned and in 1876 
G.E. Street, architect of the Law Courts in London, was 
brought in. He 

did a much more sympathetic job, rebuilding the 
south aisle with a timbered south porch, renewing the 
roof and adding a rather charming broach spirelet 
with belfry supported on massive wooden pillars 
inside the church.
Chris Partridge  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FISHBOURNE LITERARY FESTIVAL


Storytelling and the Devil 
Canon Dr Anthony Cane, Chancellor of Chichester 
Cathedral, gave a fascinating talk outlining the 
different ways Satan has been portrayed in literature 
from John Milton to Philip Pullman. Here is a short 
extract.
In 1793 William Blake published The Marriage of 
Heaven and Hell. This work contains perhaps the 
most famous assertion about Milton and Paradise 
Lost: ‘The reason Milton wrote in fetters when he 
wrote of Angels & God, and at liberty when of Devils & 
Hell, is because he was a true poet and of the Devil’s 
party without knowing it.’ 
Is Blake right? Does Milton, despite his stated purpose of ‘justifying the ways of God to men’, really 
sympathise with Satan? Many have thought so, and have found in the character of Satan virtues of 
bravery and courage. Others have argued equally strongly that this is a misunderstanding, 
preferring to see only selfishness and folly in Satan’s character. And so the critical battle lines have 
been drawn, with many names on either side, amongst them C.S. Lewis, and Philip Pullman.
Pullman, an atheist, sees Satan as a hero. His sprawling trilogy His Dark Materials ends with a 
reworking of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, but this time what takes places is for good.   
The  former nun turned research scientist who takes the role of Satan, Dr Mary Malone, helps the 
young protagonists Lyra and Will to realise their love for each other, through telling the story of how 
she fell in love and left her convent. As Will and Lyra embrace, the dust that has been draining 
from the universe is diverted from its course and destruction avoided.
C.S. Lewis is mainly remembered for his Narnia books, but he also wrote excellent science fiction.
In 1942 he published a fine set of lectures on Paradise Lost, and in 1943 came Perelandra. In it he 
tells of a newly created world where their version of the Adam and Eve story occurs; here they are 
extremely tall, and green. The Satan figure is also a scientist and like the tempter in Paradise Lost, 
subtle and manipulative. No matter what the Green Lady of Perelandra says about obedience to 
God, he has an answer: ‘There might be a commanding which He wished you to break… He longs 
to see His creature become fully itself, to stand up in its own reason and its own courage even 
against Him.  But how can He tell it to do this?’
In the end the Adam figure wrestles with him, defeats him, and so the Fall is averted.  
C.S. Lewis sees Satan very differently. In the lectures he identifies a key text from Book I, which 
describes Satan suffering ‘from sense of injured merit’. He paints the following picture of Satan 
before the fall from heaven: ‘Sense of injured merit’… is a well known state of mind which we can 
all study …No one had in fact done anything to Satan; he was not hungry, nor over-tasked, nor 
removed from his place, nor shunned, nor hated – he only thought himself impaired. In the midst of 
light and love, of song and feast and dance, he could find nothing to think of more interesting than 
his own prestige.’
What can we make of these equally eloquent but diametrically opposed readings of Milton?  One 
obvious tack is to point out both Lewis and Pullman tend to create Milton in their own image.  
Lewis, the defender and proponent of Christian orthodoxy, finds Milton to be an ally all too often 
misunderstood by his critics. ‘Many of those who dislike Milton’s God,’ he writes, ‘only mean that 
they dislike God.’ And so it is that the atheist Philip Pullman, memorably described by Peter 
Hitchens as the writer ‘atheists would have been praying for, if atheists prayed’, relishes Satan’s 
resistance to an oppressive God.
Pullman is part, as we all are, of a contemporary culture that tends to value the hero, the solitary 
figure of charisma and ability, over the saint, primarily motivated by obedience and faithfulness to 
God. In his book Improvisation: The Drama of Christian Ethics (SPCK, 2004) Sam Wells argues 
that because the hero is the one whom makes everything turn out well, he or she tends to be at the 
centre of the story.  The saint, on the other hand, is often not crucial in this kind of way.  While the 
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hero’s story tends to be about the hero, the saint’s story is really about God. While the hero is 
celebrated for his gifts, the saint is remembered for being faithful.
In my view the roots of this distinction between the ‘hero’ and the ‘saint’ go back at least to the 
eighteenth century Enlightenment. Enlightenment thinkers encouraged individuals to trust their own 
reason, mistrust superstition and religious authority, and use rationality to make their own 
decisions. This may sound a bit like Milton, writing in the seventeenth century, as he also 
encouraged reason and independent thought. For him, however, reason found its place in serving 
God’s purposes, not as a kind of independent principle.
For us, then, Milton’s portrayal of Satan is likely to be far more attractive than Milton ever intended 
it to be. Milton might observe that our fondness for the hero, and the anti-hero, is precisely a sign 
of the Fall, and how far we are from God.

A little diamond of a day 
Alan Clark, journalist, ghost writer and author of Rory’s 
Boys, came down from London to the Festival. He sent 
this appreciation.
In these troubled times, we’re constantly told that what 
brings us together is greater than what divides us. I’m not 
sure it’s quite that simple, so I was comforted to see the 
theory in glorious practice at the event formerly known as 
Fishbourne Loves Books. It has re-branded itself as The 
Fishbourne Literary Festival. For my money, the earlier 
title may have done the job because, crikey, Fishbourne 
certainly does love reading.
The atmosphere was a seductive combination of country 
fete, jumble sale and short-stay spiritual retreat. The folk 
of Fishbourne arrived bearing gifts of hundreds of second-
hand books to sell for a worthy cause. A saintly local restaurant owner provided food and drink at 
no cost to the event. And to guide the punters around, volunteer helper abandoned all middle-aged 
dignity to wear orange T-shirts which made them look a bit like traffic lights. Above all, people came 
along with a passionate love of reading and a curiosity to find out more about the process of 
creating a book.
And it was in the stonking calibre of its speakers that little Fishbourne emphatically justified its posh 
new moniker of festival. Dame Margaret Drabble, one of the greatest writers in English literature 
over the last half-century, topped the bill. Assured and elegant, holding her audience in the 
proverbial palm, she spoke trenchantly of the challenges of writing as one gets older and of the 
changes of perspective this inevitably brings. Adam Mars-Jones, with wit, wisdom, fluency and 
charm, talked about the minefield of writing a memoir of your own family; referencing his own spiky 
relationship as a gay man with a firmly homophobic father, which he chronicled so movingly in Kid 
Gloves: A Voyage Around My Father. French academic Béatrice Crawford described how her 100-
km trek along the Great Wall of China, became both a literal and spiritual journey by which she 
recovered from grief and loss. And popular local author Isabel Ashdown shared with the audience 
how her debut novel had blossomed into a successful career; how she makes time and mental 
space to write, and of her recent move into the field of the psychological thriller with Little Sister.
A question though for the students of English Literature and Creative Writing at the University of 
Chichester, Isabel Ashdown’s alma mater. Where on earth were you? For the price of a couple of 
paperbacks, you could have heard some of the most prestigious names in contemporary literature 
talking about how great writers think and work. Your loss, kids. Be there next time!
But how very nice it was to sit on a bench in the churchyard in the wan spring sun and see 
Margaret Drabble strolling up the path to the church, coffee in hand, ready to share her thoughts 
and feelings with a group of complete strangers. Why was she doing it?  Why were they? Because 
they all believe that books really matter; that in reading the stories of other people, imaginary or 
not, we don’t just learn about them, but about ourselves too. And that’s surely worth doing.
So, well done Fishbourne folk. It may not have been quite Hay-on-Wye or any of the other mega 
literary love-ins, but you created a little diamond of a day. I do hope you will dazzle again next year. 

�15

Alan Clark in conversation with 
Margaret Drabble



FISHBOURNE BOOKWORMS REVIEW


W. Somerset Maugham 
Every year or so the group looks not at a particular book but an author, 
each reading a different work, so we can look at their life and achievement 
in the round. This month our subject was the first superstar author, William 
Somerset Maugham.
Maugham’s long career spans the Victorian and modern eras - he was 
born in 1874 and died aged 91 in 1965, and for most of that period he was 
peerless in most literary genres. He wrote plays (at one point he had four 
plays running simultaneously in the West End), novels, travelogues and 
short stories. He was probably the richest writer in the world, charging £2,500 for a short story 
(about £50,000 in today’s money). Mind you, there were others almost as well rewarded - from his 
huge villa on Cap Ferrat, Maugham could observe Arnold Bennett pass in his gigantic steam yacht.
This was despite his own estimate of his position in literature as ‘in the 
Maugham has also proved incredibly enduring despite his own assessment of his place “not in the 
first rank but the very front row of the second tier” of literature. Other lionised authors such as 
Charles Morgan and Hugh Walpole are now forgotten, but Maugham is still in print and still read 
widely.
His survival is all the more remarkable as he “tells a story with no frills”, as his admirer George 
Orwell put it. The generation that followed his changed the direction of the novel with such 
experimental writers as William Faulkner, but his popularity remains undimmed. The Bookworms 
felt that this is due to the very conservatism that critics attacked during his lifetime - the ability to 
tell a powerful tale in simple language not devoid of wit.
Chris Partridge

MAGGIE’S RECIPES

Creamy tuna and fusilli salad 
With the lighter evenings and longer days, we are all hopefully getting more active and eating 
healthier. Salads are a sensible option. Tricolore fusilli mixed with slivers of red onion and a 
garlicky white bean sauce in this colourful nutritious dish with tuna fish.
Ingredients (serves four)
340g (12oz) tricolore fusilli, or other small pasta shape
225g (8oz) runner beans cut into short pieces
225g (8oz or about 2/3 of a can) cooked cannellini beans, rinsed 
and drained
150ml natural yoghurt
3 tbs olive oil
3 cloves garlic, peeled
2 tsp lemon juice, 1/4 tsp salt (or to individual taste) 
400g good quality canned steaks tuna in oil - drain and lightly flake
1 medium red onion, peeled and thinly sliced
2 tbs chopped fresh parsley
Method 
Cook the pasta to an al dente touch, adding the green beans for the 
last five minutes of cooking. Rinse well, drain and set aside.
Meanwhile, put the cannellini beans, yoghurt, oil, garlic, lemon juice and salt in a blender or food 
processor and puree for one minute to make the dressing for the salad. Pour into a large bowl.
Add the pasta, beans, tuna and onion and toss well. Sprinkle with parsley and served with pugliese 
or any other Italian bread.
Maggie Borsberry
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY 2018


In addition to the events shown above, the Fishbourne Centre also hosts: Swing dance (Monday 
evenings); Jiveeasy (Wednesday evenings); Fishbourne Romans Football (Saturday 9:00); Folk 
Dance; Beekeeping; Tai Chi; Qi Gong; Ballet Classes; Adult Dance; Baby Ballet; Mini Movers; 
Drama Classes; Baby Sensory Development Classes; “Skylarks” after schools club; Child 
Development Classes; Chess Club; Art Classes; Rugby Tots; Table Tennis; Zumba dance; Pilates; 
Back Fitness Classes; and sports clubs. 

Details at www.fishbournecentre.org.uk

If you are organising an event, please contact Iain Harrison even if you have already sent 
details to the Magazine Editor. Telephone 784983, or e-mail:  iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk

When Where Who What
Tuesday 1st 10:00 

to 12:00
The Fishbourne 

Centre
Fishbourne 
Companions

Jeanette Crane – Speaking and showing 
her Model T Ford Car

Wednesday 2nd 
10:00 to 17:00 

Fishbourne 
Roman Palace S.A.S. Ancient Writing.

Wednesday 2nd 
19:00 for 19:30 St. Peter’s Place Fishbourne 

Gardeners' Club
The Woodhorn Group – “All About 

Compost”.
Thursday 3rd 

9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre car park WSCC Mobile Library.

Monday 7th 

10:00 to 17:00

Fishbourne 
Roman Palace S.A.S. Mosaic Mayhem!

Tuesday 8th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions

Visit from the Primary School Mentoring 
initiative.

Wednesday 9th 
14:15

“Cheriton”, Creek 
End

Fishbourne 
Church

House Group.

776692 for information.

Saturday 12th 
10:00 to 17:00

Fishbourne 
Roman Palace S.A.S. Romans in Britain – “A Tale of Two 

Queens”.
Monday 14th 

19:30 for 20:00
“Severals”, 
Oakwood.

Fishbourne 
Bookworms

“A Concise Chinese-English Dictionary 
for Lovers”, by Xiaolu Guo.

Tuesday 15th 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions Art Activity

Tuesday 15th 
14:00 to 16:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne W.I. 
Science Group

Jamie Goldrick – “Illicit Drug Prevention 
& Awareness in the Community”.

Tuesday 15th 
19:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Parish Council

Planning Meeting, followed at 19:30 by 
Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 17th 
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre car park WSCC Mobile Library.

Thursday 17th 
13:00 to 15:15

The Fishbourne 
Centre Fishbourne W.I. Discussion of Resolutions for the AGM, 

followed by Police Talk on ‘Scams’.
Tuesday 22nd 
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions

Chair Keep Fit, followed by Fish & Chip 
Lunch – booking essential.

Tuesday 22nd 
10:00 to 12:15 St. Peter’s Place Quiet Garden 

Movement
Toby Boutle, Curate, St. George’s, 

Whyke.
Wednesday 23rd 

14:15
“Cheriton”, Creek 

End
Fishbourne 

Church
House Group.


776692 for information.
Wednesday 23rd 

19:30 St. Peter’s Place Fishbourne 
Evening W.I.

Birthday Meeting. Qi Gong Tai Chi, with 
Dr. Ping Jiang.

Monday 28th 
10:00 to 17:00

Fishbourne 
Roman Palace S.A.S. 50 Years On!

Thursday 31st

9.45 to 10.30

The Fishbourne 
Centre

Fishbourne 
Companions Social Cards & Games.

Thursday 31st 
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne 
Centre car park WSCC Mobile Library.
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