THE PARISHES OF
St Peter and St Mary, New Fishbourne, and
St Mary the Virgin, Apuldram
Rector: The Reverend Canon Moira Wickens

Christmas is coming - all are welcome

Most of you will be well into the busyness of preparing for Christmas. It can all be rather
overwhelming, and very exhausting, so please do take some time out from all of that and join us
for the special services that will be taking place this month, listen again to the greatest true story
ever told, sing the well-loved carols, and receive God's gift of Love, oﬀered to us all.
The lovely Carols by Candlelight service will be held in both our churches (led by me at Apuldram
and by Rev David Hider at Fishbourne) on 16th December at 4.30pm. People of all ages are
welcome to hear of how the events of that first ever Christmas unfolded, who it was who received
the message of this royal birth first, and there will be joyful carol singing. This event is always well
attended, so do arrive in good time.
Beer and Carols this year will be at the Crown and Anchor at Dell Quay on Saturday 22nd. It
promises to be a real community fun time. All ages again are most welcome to come along,
please do arrive at about 4.30pm.
On Sunday the 23rd December the ever popular Christingle service will take place in Fishbourne
Church at 4.30pm. Please note we have moved it a day earlier than in previous years.
Then, as a trial we will be doing something diﬀerent on Christmas Eve. Over the last few years
many people have said to me that they cannot make midnight as it is too late, and that Christmas
Day is diﬃcult because they are either oﬀ to visit family or have family arriving, this has meant that
a lot of people miss out on a Christmas service. Having asked several times how people would
feel if a service was earlier, I received a resounding 'yes please' because then 'our young people
could come then as well'. It has therefore been agreed to have a Christmas Eve service at 9.00pm
on the 24th, instead of the usual midnight. This will also help the many people who are expected
to attend every service over this festive time, the wardens, sides people, servers, choir and
organist etc. I'm sure you will agree we all need to look after these good folk.
On Christmas Day we celebrate the birth of Jesus with a service in each church, 8.00am at
Apuldram and 9.30am. at Fishbourne. Do bring your little ones with you, for they are invited to
bring one of their presents along to show the rest of us.
Then please do note, as I will be on my post Christmas break, there will not be a service on
Thursday 27th, and on Sunday the 30th December there will only be one service at 9.30am which
will be held at Fishbourne Church.
I hope to see many of you at these services, and don't forget to invite your friends and
neighbours. May God bless you all and grant a blessed and peaceful Christmas time.
Moira

From the Church Registers
Funerals
25 October
Joan Eileen Huddle.
23 November
Jennifer Anne Moxon Seymour.
Memorial Service
20 November
Victoria Jane George Moore.
Confirmations at St. Paul's Church, Chichester
28 November
Martin Hill, Nicola Hill, Ethan Hill. Isla Hill.
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DECEMBER CHURCH SERVICES
Date

Readings

Fishbourne

Apuldram

Sunday 2nd [P]

Jer. 33 v14-16
Luke 21. v25-36

08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 Holy Communion

11.00 Matins

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th [P]

10.30 Holy Communion
Malachi 3 v1-4
Luke 3 v1-6.

Thursday 13th
Sunday 16th [P]

09.30 Holy Communion
16.30 Messy Church
10.30 Holy Communion

Zeph. 3 v14-end
Luke 3 v7-18

Thursday 20th

08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 Holy Communion
16.30 Carols by
Candlelight

Micah 5 v2-5a.
Luke 1 v39-45

09.30 Holy Communion
16.30 Christingle

Christmas Eve [W]
Note 9.00pm start

Please see the pew
sheet for the readings
for these services

21.00 Holy Communion

Thursday 27th
Sunday 30th [W]
Joint Service

16.30 Carols by
Candlelight

10.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 23rd [P]

Christmas Day [W]

08.00 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion

10.30 No Service.
Col. 3 v12-17
Luke 2 v41-end

09.30 Holy Communion

If you are housebound and would like communion at home, please ring Moira on 530198.

Pew Sheets

For details of special services please see the Sunday Pew Sheet, arranged by Eric, Elle, Oli and
Beau. Requests to be added to the special intercession list or for notices of any special Parish
Church events to be included, please phone 783799 or email 4andersonjones@gmail.com please send requests to us well in advance, by Tuesday 6pm at the latest please.

Coﬀee after Sunday morning services in Fishbourne

It’s great to have the opportunity to chat after the service over a tea or coﬀee in St. Peter’s Place.
We really do need more helpers though to join our willing group. Whether you can help serve on
an occasional basis, or commit to a regular Sunday in the month, perhaps with another family,
please let me know at iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk or ring 784983.
Sue Harrison

Editor’s Note

The deadline for the January issue will be Friday December 7. Please be prompt as the issue
needs to go to press early before the Christmas holidays.
Chris Partridge
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CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL

Sunday Services

8.00am Holy Communion; 10.00am Choral Matins; 11.00am Sung Eucharist
Services are held daily and all are welcome – see www.chichestercathedral.org.uk for details.

Christmas Services

Carol services will be held at 6pm on December 20 and 21 and at 3pm on the 22nd. First come,
first served - doors open an hour before the service begins.
One Christmas Eve there are two Crib Services where children can come dressed up as
shepherds, kings or angels, at 2.30 and 4pm. A special service of Evensong follows at 5.30pm
and Midnight Mass at 11pm.
On Christmas Day, Choral Mattins at 10am will be followed by Sung Eucharist at 11am.

Evening concerts

The Chichester Singers will perform Handel’s Messiah on December 8 at 7.30pm - tickets online
or at the Novium.
X-Factor stars G4 return by public demand with ‘A G4 Christmas’ on December 10. Tickets from
£17.50 to £77.50 available online.
On December 15 organist Charles Harrison and singers NMH present two of Bach’s greatest
works - the cantata Wachet Auf and the Magnificat. Thanks to the Cathedral Friends, the
performance is free with a retiring collection.

Follow the Star

A spectacular laser Star of Bethlehem will be
suspended in the Cathedral nave over the
winter, created using two laser projectors set
high up in the triforium. It will move slowly and
gracefully across a transparent screen, a haze
machine transforming it into a three
dimensional, floating, mystical spectacle.
Jayson Haebich is a young innovative and
creative coding artist who has created
breathtaking visual exhibitions in the USA,
Germany, UK, Portugal, Spain and
Australia. He is an associate lecturer in
the Cambridge School of Art at Anglia Ruskin
University.

The Friends Celebrate their 80th Anniversary

It has been eighty years since the formation of the Friends of Chichester Cathedral. Our key aim
is, and has always been, to support the mission of the Cathedral and we have enjoyed and been
honoured to have partnered the Cathedral for all of this time. In the past 3 years alone the Friends
have donated over £375,000 towards a wide range of projects connected with the Cathedral.
To mark this milestone, The Friends will be staging a range of events that will span the year. These
will start oﬀ with a preview of the new purple Copes funded by The Friends followed by the launch
of the Choir’s new CD “Lest We Forget”, marking the end of WW1, and sponsored by the Friends.
And finally, on December 8 the Friends are holding a Christmas Fayre in the Vicars’ Hall on the
cathedral green, with lots of food, books and handicrafts for sale. It takes place from 10 to 12am.
Stephen Holloway
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APULDRAM AROUND

A joyful evening service

Moira led the Songs of Praise and Gift Day service with the Rt Revd Nicholas Frayling at the
organ. Together with the Fishbourne church choir the congregation gladly sang many popular
hymns requested both by Apuldram and Fishbourne congregations. Readings were done by
Christopher Hoare, Graham Pound and Martyn Bell, Mayor of Chichester. Graham Pound
described the progress of the extension to the church over the past 10 years, the stage which had
been reached and the future requirements. Moira gave a vote of thanks to all those whose skills
and endeavours had brought about what had seemed at times like an impossible project. In
particular she thanked the architects Douglas Briggs and Alex Hall for their vision in designing
such a beautiful building, to Linda Clark and her late
husband Bob for their generous gift of land and to Graham
Pound for his tireless eﬀorts in fund raising and moving the
project forward. Nicholas Frayling led the final prayers and
gave a blessing. Following the service everyone was able
to go to look around the new building. (The internal
windows were still not in place. They had finally been
delivered but without any glazing, a somewhat fundamental
error!) The financial generosity of those both within and
outside the parish will greatly assist the final stages of
completion.

Laying up of Boats Service

The church was splendidly decorated with nautical
paraphernalia and the readings and hymns had a seafaring
theme for the annual service marking the end of the sailing
season and the laying up of boats at Dell Quay Sailing
Club, where a celebration lunch was held. Thanks to the
O’Neill family for the decorations.

Switching on the Christmas tree

Please bring your home made decorations to hang on the tree before we drape lights around it for
the big switch-on. When this final part of the decoration is completed there will be party snacks
by candlelight. We look forward to lots of assistance so see you then!

Carols by Candlelight

The church always looks wonderful for this lovely service, with the sconces filled with glowing
candles and festive decorations on the window sills. During the
service the children will build up the crib scene and we will sing
some favourite carols. Please join us at this celebratory service
and bring your friends and family. Everyone is welcome to stay
afterwards for mulled wine and mince pies. Don’t forget to bring a
torch for safe navigation of the church path.

Almost there!

The windows for the new building have finally been installed
(complete with glass!) and the decorators are hard at work. Once
the decoration is finished flooring starts to go down, the kitchen
and WC units installed and we move towards buying furniture
and kitchen appliances. On the last lap!
Hilary Caine

4

FISHBOURNE PARISH NEWS

Messy Church arrives

The inaugural Messy Church met in October and
what fun we all had. Several families came, some
known to Fishbourne Church, others new to us.
The theme was “The Good Shepherd” and there
was a sheep hunt and badge making to start with
and then we gathered together for praise, singing
and a short talk from Moira. Then the children joined
in with several activities which seemed to stimulate
their imaginations
and their creative
skills.
We all loved
sharing a hot
supper which
completed the
evening. We had a
fabulous team of
helpers, thank you to everyone, including those who gave of time
cooking, advertising, setting up and much, much more.
Comments included
“We enjoyed all of it”...“We enjoyed the games, decorating
biscuits and eating dinner”...“Fun selections of crafts and a lovely
cooked meal”...“More for the older children to keep their interest”.
We really hope to build on the
success of our first Messy
Church so please feel free to
help or come along and join in.
The next Messy Church will be
on December 9th December at
16.30 – “The First Christmas”,
we then meet every second
Sunday of the month except in
August.
Contact Moira, Jenny, Marion,
Caroline, Louisa or Sam for
more information or ring 07787
943027.
Caroline Sheppard

Voices needed for Christmas Carols

The church choir has a long tradition of sing carols at what was Graylingwell mental hospital,
originally started by the then rector Ray Follis, who had re-energised the tiny choir in the early
70s, bringing numbers up to 15 or so. Graylingwell was then a very large institution. We started at
7pm and visited several wards along long corridors, finishing at about 10pm.
The old hospital has now closed but people with mental health problems are still helped at two
places on the old site. The devotion of the staﬀ is quite wonderful and our choir is always
welcomed enthusiastically.
We will be singing carols there at 10am and 2pm on December 20 and we badly need more adult
voices.
We are also singing at Cornelius House on December 18 at 3.30pm. The residents enjoy this very
much, but we badly need more voices, both adult and children. If you can help, please let me
know either at church or by phoning 785738.
John Dent

5

FISHBOURNE PARISH NEWS

Fishbourne Gardeners’ Club

Oh what a lot there is to know about wine making! It certainly was a very full evening with
Jonathan Rogers in November. English sparkling wine is on the 'up' and another piece of good
news is that it should be a bumper crop of gorgeous English grapes this year because of our
beautiful sunny hot summer! Jonathan owns VIN Wine Merchants in Wickham and runs courses,
tours and tastings. the owner of the business. He started his career over 25 years ago with a part
time position with Oddbins, where he was convinced his future lay in the industry. A position at
TAHBILK Vineyard in Australia followed where he learnt how to make wine and grow grapes. On
returning to the UK he studied at the country’s first Wine Making and Viticulture University course
at the University of Brighton. Moving to London, Jonathan bought wine for the glamorous
Annabels Club and Harrods, eventually returning to the south coast with a position at Wickham
Vineyard and helping to promote English wines.
In December our Gardening year finishes with our annual Christmas social evening when we can
enjoy the company of Club members, with refreshments and a good quiz and raﬄe; renew
membership for 2019 thus gaining free entry to our prize draw and as always, we will all have a
great evening!
AnnetteBell Dennett

Men’s Breakfast

Major General (Retired) Tim Cross CBE spoke to the Men’s Breakfast on 24 November. Tim was
commissioned into the British Army in 1971. He commanded at every level, from leading a small
Bomb Disposal Team in Northern Ireland in the 1970’s to commanding a Division and served all
over the world including Germany, with the UN in Cyprus, in Kuwait and Iraq and the Balkans.
His last command was as General Oﬃcer Commanding, Theatre Troops, Iraq. Since retiring from
the Army in 2007, Tim has been critical of the planning for Iraq after the removal of Saddam
Hussein’s government, giving evidence to the Iraq Inquiry that he urged politicians to delay the
invasion, and calling the post-war planning “woefully thin”. Tim was the Army Adviser to the UK
House of Commons Defence Committee for 7 years.
Nowadays Tim is a Local Lay Minister in the Church of England and the Chairman of the Board of
Theos – a Christian Think Tank as well as being an itinerant preacher and international speaker.
The next breakfast is on 26 January when the speaker will be Ray Pentland QHC, CB – retired
Chaplain in Chief to the RAF & Hon. Chaplain to the Queen - contact Peter Sutton on 07813
024585 or peter@ppsutton.co.uk.

Evening WI

Fishbourne Evening WI has had a busy month. We enjoyed a delicious year end meal at the
Chichester Park Hotel. We had a room to ourselves so were able to have lots of chat without
disturbing other diners.
Our quiz team attended a very popular quiz evening held by Bognor Regis WI. They were
astonished that they came joint fourth out of fourteen. The evening was completed with a
delicious fish and chip supper and rounded oﬀ with cupcakes.
A group of our members participated in a Federation Walk and Talk at Slindon Wood, and another
group had a walk from Adsdean Farm up onto the Downs where they enjoyed spectacular sunlit
views.
Our Knit & Stitch Group have worked hard to make poppies for Remembrance Day which have
been on sale at Closs & Hamblin in Chichester. They also knit blankets for the premature baby unit
at St Richard’s Hospital.
We also had our Annual General Meeting where we elected our new President Sheila Sparshott
and thanked our retiring President Janet Bunce for all her hard work. This was followed by a
Beetle Drive which was great fun and tested our powers of mental arithmetic.
New Members are always welcome so why not pop along? Our contact details are tel 780310 or
email fishboureneevewi@outlook.com.
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IT’S THAT BEAR AGAIN

Hi, folks! It’s Lemon-Ted!

‘That’s the clocks all readjusted AGAIN,’ said he triumphantly.
‘What a pfaﬀ! And all for what? It’s about time that we stopped this
ridiculous practice and left the clocks alone. Greenwich Mean Time
would suit me admirably!’ I have to say that, as a bear, I find the
whole concept of changing the time on clocks a bit odd. For me,
days are the same. It gets light, so I get out of my bed and eat
some marmalade (it’s breakfast time, folks!) While it is light, I
forage for berries and eat them. I look out for where the bees
gather and help myself to some raw honey, trying not to get stung
in the process. When it starts to get dark, I eat some more honey
and tuck myself up into my bed. As soon as it’s dark, I sleep.
Clocks? My tummy is my clock!
Anyway, his good lady’s response to all this was even odder. ‘Have you started your Christmas list
yet? It’s only eight weeks to Christmas!’ So, another, regular (and, sometimes, fraught!) timedriven cycle begins. ‘No,’ he says, a little defensively. Trying his luck and in a little soft voice, he
ventures: ‘Have you?’ Another human quirk is about to begin. Soon, all key family members daughters and their other halves, grandchildren (surely not the great grandchildren yet?) - will be
asked the same question: ‘Have you got a Christmas list? The idea, of course, is noble. To try to
buy a loved one a present that is actually wanted, that will be gladly received. The execution of
the task, however, is tortuous. Once the question is asked, each person will feel duty-bound to
scour the High Street, the Village shops, the Internet, markets, publications and everywhere else
that they can find, to produce ‘a list’ - and with enough time for the gift to be purchased, wrapped
and given to Santa for him to distribute. This is stress of the highest level - for everyone. One of
the main problems, it seems, is that everyone has too much stuﬀ anyway and really does not
need more. On the other hand, us bears are easy to satisfy - honey, marmalade, the occasional
pair of boots (red!), or a scarf (yellow!), or a hat (blue!).
But, my man does add a twist to his present to her (spoiler alert!!!). On top of any personal gift, he
will add some chickens, or pigs, or goats, or seeds, or even a toilet! Not actually for her, of
course. Toilet apart, she would not know what to do with the other things (apart from eating them)!
What he actually does, is to ‘buy’ (actually, it is done in the form of a donation to a charity), in her
name, a gift for someone in need elsewhere in the world - a practical gift that will help to change
and rebuild lives. He says that Christmas is a time when we should all stop and think about its
meaning - the gift from God of the baby Jesus that changes lives forever and, then, keeps on
giving into eternity. So, the chickens/pigs/goats/seeds/toilet are his and her practical
interpretation of that message in that these, too, will keep on giving - perhaps, not to eternity, but
for a significant time ahead. Got me thinking! Any bees on the list?
Christmas blessings (if it is not too early to send them!).
Lemon-Ted (as dictated to David Hider)

An Advent-ure for all the Family

To mark the first Sunday in Advent, an entertainment will be held in St Peter’s Place featuring fun
in the snow, traditional cream teas, festive teas, and musical entertainment.
There will also be a hamper raﬄe - we need donations for the prizes and help creating the
hampers will be greatly appreciated. Please leave dry Christmas goods, bottles, etc in our box at
the back of the Church, and contributions of cake will also be welcome. The event takes place on
Sunday 2nd December from 3pm until 5pm. Any queries please contact Jennie on 532642 or
jennifer_christie_uk@hotmail.com.

Chichester Science Group

Maggie is taking a well-earned break so the next meeting of the group will be on January 8 at
2pm in the Fishbourne Centre, when Alastair Alexander will talk about freshwater game fish, their
migration patterns and life cycles.
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FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Building threat on Bethwines Farm

The first stage in the revision of the District’s Local Plan is
bad news for Fishbourne. As part of the increased housing
numbers that the District has to find, we have been allocated
“a minimum of 250” which is impossible unless part of it comes
from Bethwines Farm.
CDC Planners have just informed us that they have decided to
establish a wildlife corridor east of Fishbourne which would result
in a (currently unspecified) reduction in permitted new building in
Clay Lane, leaving Bethwines Farm as the only site suitable for large-scale development. We are
contesting the lack of any compensation for the wildlife corridor in our allocated housing
allocation and also reiterating our policy of No Building On Bethwines.
This top-down approach is in sharp contrast to the advice from James Brokenshire, MP, and
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government: ‘The new National Planning
Policy Framework (2018) sends the message that “we want the right number of homes built in the
right places. Central to this is the voice of local communities. They should be able to determine
not only the right number of homes for their area, but how they fit in.” Any Local Plans or
Neighbourhood Plans need to be compatible with the requirements of the recently revised
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and among its requirements are:“Plans should…be
prepared positively, in a way that is aspirational but deliverable.”’ (para 16 b).
We maintain that 250 new homes in Fishbourne is not a deliverable target, but with your help we
want to produce a plan that is appropriate for Fishbourne and is deliverable. It will be a real
challenge because we have to reach agreement and that requires a spirit of compromise from
both parties.
HOW CAN WE FIGHT BACK?
You have already started if you have completed our Village Survey Form (thank you to the
hundreds who returned completed forms).
CDC are required to carry out a consultation stage on their revised plan and as part of this the
Parish Council will be preparing a detailed critique of the Plan with particular reference to its
policy for Fishbourne. It is really important that as many residents as possible send in their
individual responses and suggestions. The public consultation runs from: 13 December 2018 to 7
February 2019.
To help you to have your say we are holding an Open Meeting on TUESDAY 4th DECEMBER in
the Main Hall at the Fishbourne Centre at 7.00pm. This will be the start of our campaign and we
shall be looking for lots of people to get involved. (We shall be taking photographs as evidence of
public involvement, but if you would rather not be included there will be an opportunity to
withdraw!)
Geoﬀ Hand

CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL

Local shops compete for best Christmas displays

Independent retailers will showcase what they have learned from a training programme in a
competition to design and execute the best Christmas window display.
Over 40 independent retailers took part in a training programme organised by Chichester District
Council and delivered by ibd Business Advice Group. The programme identified best practice in
areas including branding, window dressing and visual merchandising.
Amanda Baggot, from Proposals bridal shop in Chichester, says “I have definitely come away
from each session with new ideas and have implemented some already. So many of these ideas
are free or very cheap and easy to do, but little things all add up to making quite a diﬀerence.”
Businesses that attended the course are being encouraged to enter a Christmas window dislay
competition with the chance of winning a bottle of fizz.
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LOOKING AT SUSSEX CHURCHES

St Peter and St Paul,
Rustington

The original church at Rustington was probably
built shortly after the Norman conquest. Not a
trace of it remains visible, but the history of its
transformation over the centuries into the building
we see today can be traced if
you look hard enough.
In the late 12th century, the
west tower and south aisle
were added in a style that is on the cusp of the change from Norman to Early
English. The bell openings in the tower have a central column with round
arches in the old style, but with a new-fangled pointed arch above. Inside, the
arches of the south aisle are slightly pointed and the carving simpler and more
geometrical than it would have been in the Norman
period.
Fifty years later the chancel was enlarged and a
lovely Lady Chapel added to the north side. The
height of the new chancel necessitated the raising of the nave roof, with
the result that the bell openings in the east wall of the tower are now
inside the church, hidden behind the organ.
Circular quatrefoil windows in the upper part of the new wall were either
inserted at the time or possibly in the next building phase, in the 14th
century. At that time a north aisle was added with lovely arches that blend seamlessly into the
columns that support them.
The area round the chancel arch contains several interesting features, including a
squint that enables people in the Lady Chapel to observe the priest at the altar. The
chapel was probably boxed in and used exclusively by the lord of the manor, so the
squint would have enabled them to be present at the service without being on
public view.
The nave wall is pierced by a passageway that used to lead to a rood loft, a
platform above the chancel screen allowing access to the crucifix (the ‘rood’) so
candles could be lit.
Finally, next to the chancel arch in the south wall is a tall, narrow opening known as
a ‘lowside window’ because it is below the level of the other windows in the
chancel.
Lowsides are very common, especially in Sussex (there is one in Apuldram church), but no-one
seems to know what they were for. They are not actually windows, having a wooden shutter
usually covering a metal grille. Popular legend says they were for lepers to look through during
services, but the suﬀerers from this highly contagious disease were banned from
churchyards. Lowsides may have opened into an anchorite’s cell, though no
remains of such cells have been found.
Another theory is that they were used as a sort of window for confessionals, but
why anyone would want to make their confession kneeling the mud outside the
church is beyond comprehension. It is perhaps possible they were openings to
allow the sound of the small bells that marked the raising of the host during Mass to
float out across the fields.
The Victorians were kind to Rustington Church. The main new feature was a clock in the tower,
installed in 1905 using a mechanism made in Marlborough in 1769 for a church in Wiltshire.
Apparently it was removed in the late 19th century when it went wrong and nobody was prepared
to pay for its repair. One of the churchwardens tried to sell it for scrap, and it eventually found its
way to Rustington where it was paired with a new face in a vivid red, designed by Sir Ninian
Comper. It has just one hand, a big arrow, which looks odd today but was standard in the 18th
century when the added complexity of a minute hand was very costly.
Chris Partridge
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018

Marking the Centenary of the
Armistice

At Apuldram, Moira led the Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial and Harry laid the wreath. Jose Pound has
kindly compiled a booklet, “In Memoriam,” with
information on the eight men who died in the First World
War and the three who died in the Second World War and
whose names are on the brass plaque inside the church.
She would appreciate any additional information that
parishioners can provide. “In Memoriam” can be viewed
on the church website www.apuldramchurch.co.uk or
contact Jose on jose@photosafememories.co.uk.
Hilary Caine
13 men from Fishbourne were lost in World War
I, some buried abroad, some with no known
graves. Only one, George Lane, came home,
where he lies under a Commonwealth War Grave
headstone in our churchyard.
13 silhouettes stood in the church to remind us
of their presence among us but not with us.
The church was decorated with floral scenes
representing the trenches and the diﬀerent
Services who fought to keep us free, and those
at home including the fishermen who trawled the
Channel for mines and the women who worked
on the land and in the munitions factories.
Casualties in the fire brigade and the medical services were not forgotten. And we also
remembered those who died in other conflicts.
Children from Fishbourne School joined in the service and helped lay wreaths to our fallen.
Cherry Partridge
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These much-loved poems were read at both services:
The Soldier
If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.
And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.
Rupert Brooke 1887–1915
In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
John McCrae, May 1915
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MAGGIE’S RECIPES

Poulet Sauté à la Hongroise

That’s Hungarian chicken, if your French is a bit rusty! This is a
classic recipe that is both practical and economical, and very
suitable for the festive season. This recipe serves four but is easy to
adjust to cope with any Christmas invasion of family or friends.
Ingredients
4 chicken breasts or boned thighs, about
150g/5oz
1 medium onion, chopped
30g/1oz butter
3 medium vine tomatoes

1 good pinch hot paprika
300g/10oz pilau rice
1 large vine tomato, deseeded and diced
0.1l/0.2pt double cream
Salt and pepper to taste

Method
Season the chicken pieces and stiﬀen or firm them up by sautéing them in the butter without
colouring them. Add the chopped onion and pinch of paprika. When the onion begins to slightly
colour, add the roughly chopped flesh of tomatoes, cover and finish in the oven at 160C/320F. Do
not overcook!
Arrange the pieces of chicken in the centre of a serving plate and add a border of rice containing
the dice of uncooked tomatoes.
Make a sauce by adding the cream, reducing by half and passing through a strainer. Pour over the
chicken.
Serve with green vegetables or salad.
Maggie Borsberry

FISHBOURNE BOOKWORMS REVIEW

Readers’ choices

This month the group brought along books they had
recently acquired in charity shops or book sales (several
came from the sale at our very own Fishbourne Book
Festival). Several members submitted their comments
electronically, and Sue Harrison took notes of the unscripted
comments. Here are two of our book choices - more in the
January issue.
The Gods will have Blood by Anatole France, brought by Christina Myers
This was a really good read. Set in the post-1789 period as the ideals of the French Revolution
degenerate into Terror, it’s central character is a young idealist Evariste Gamelin who lives in
poverty but is kind to his neighbours and his elderly mother in times of extreme food shortage.
Evariste gets elected to a revolutionary court where his commitment to the true ideals of the
Revolution see him assume responsibility for the murder of hundreds of people including friends.
It’s an examination of the stresses which can make people behave in sub-human ways, and most
revolutions have followed the same pattern. Anatole France lived through the 1870 Revolution
which traumatised the country again, and this book was published in 1912, before the Russian
Revolution of 1917 followed pretty much the same pattern.
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr, brought by Jenny Edwards
The story is of a French girl, Maria, and how she lives through the Second World War. She
becomes blind at the age of six but her father encourages her to be independent by building her a
model of both the towns where they live so that she can learn her way around. In another town a
young German boy, Werner, is living with his sister in an orphanage; he becomes fascinated by
radios and is soon chosen to attend an academy which would lead him to build machines to
detect radios sending messages.
The story follows the lives of these young people during the war, when Maria and Werner meet up
in unpredictable circumstances.
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
If you are organizing an event, please contact Iain Harrison, 4 Beaver Close, even if you have
already submitted details to the Editor. Telephone 784983, or e-mail: iainsue@beaverclose.co.uk
When

Where

Who

What

Sunday 2
11:00 to 15:00

Fishbourne
Roman Palace

S.A.S.

Saturnalia

Sunday 2
15:00 to 17:00

St. Peter’s Place

Fishbourne
Church

Advent Tea.
For all the family

Tuesday 4
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne
Companions

Speaker: Bernard Stoneham - Volunteering in
Sri Lanka

Wednesday 5
14:00

“Cheriton”, Creek Fishbourne
End
Church

House Group.
776692 for information

Wednesday 5
19:00 for 19:30

St. Peter’s Place

Fishbourne
Gardeners

Christmas Social Evening

Sunday 9
16:30

St. Peter’s Place

Fishbourne
Church

Messy Church. Theme: “The First Christmas”

Tuesday 11
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne
Companions

Healthy lifestyles and falls prevention, followed
by Christmas Meal at the Walnut Tree

Tuesday 11
19:00 to 21:00

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne W.I.
Science Group

A Special Wine Tasting, with Supper to
compliment the Wine

Wednesday 12
14:00

“Cheriton”, Creek Fishbourne
End
Church

House Group
776692 for information

Thursday 13
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne
Centre car park

WSCC

Mobile Library

Thursday 13
13:00 to 15:15

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne W.I.

Christmas Lunch, followed by “A Victorian
Christmas” by Tony & Lizzie Gilks

Monday 17
19:00

4 Beaver Close

Fishbourne
Church

Fishbourne Bookworms Christmas Meal

Tuesday 18
10:00 to 12:00

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne
Companions

Christmas Quiz and Social Morning, followed
by Cinderella Outing.

Tuesday 18
19:30

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne
Parish Council

Council Meeting
Fishbourne residents welcome

Wednesday 19
19:30

St. Peter’s Place

Fishbourne
Evening W.I.

David Russell – Songs at the Piano

Friday 21
14:00 to 17:00

The Fishbourne
Centre

Fishbourne
Centre

Christmas Kids’ Party

Tuesday 25

Happy Christmas!

Thursday 27
9:45 to 10:30

The Fishbourne
Centre car park

WSCC

Mobile Library
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